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- original defense structures, but also 
masterpieces of Chinese architectural 
aesthetics. Page 10 


FRIDAY AUGUST 27 2004 


NO. 169 


Free Personal Classifieds 


Beijing Today is 
launching a free 
personal classifieds 
service. For sale and 
wanted ads, 
situations wanted 
and vacant, 
language exchange 
and personals, and 
rentals will be 


printed free of 
charge. Email your 
personal classifieds 
(in English and 
Chinese) to 
info@ynet.com. 
Personal classifieds 
should conform to 
relevant laws and 
regulations. 


Xinhua Photo 

Welcome Home! 


Table-tennis singles and doubles gold medalist Zhang Yining receives an enthusiastic greeting from the 
team doctor at Beijing International Airport yesterday. A group of 224 Olympic athletes returned from 
Athens yesterday, including 1 7 gold medal winners. 


Property tycoon Sued 


By Chu Meng 

B eijing-based real es- 
tate tycoon Pan 
Shiyi is facing a 
lawsuit that breaks 
new ground in Chi- 
na’s evolving legal system. The 
suit, which claims Pan infringed 
on minority shareholders’ stock 
rights and interests, was lodged 
by three shareholders and for- 
mer partners in Beijing Red- 
stone International, of which 
Pan is the president and legal 
representative. The plaintiffs 
are claiming damages amount- 
ing to more than 100 million 
yuan (US $12 million). 

The lawsuit, called a Share- 
holder’s Derivative Suit, was 
accepted by the Beijing High- 
er People’s Court early this 
month. It is the first time a 
court in China has agreed to 
hear a case in which minority 
shareholders from a corpora- 
tion have sought redress over 
alleged wrongdoings by the 
controlling shareholders. 

The three plaintiffs are Wang 
Gang, Xie Guangxue and Yao 
Jun. Wang, now an American 
citizen, is president of a compa- 
ny called American Redstone, 
Xie Guangxue and Yao Jun 
are respectively chief econo- 
mist and vice-general manager 
of Beijing Jianhua Times Real 
Estate Company, which they 
founded after leaving Redstone 
International. 

The defendants are Beijing 
Redstone Jianwai Real Estate 
Company and Beijing Zhong- 
hongtian Real Estate Company, 
both of which are legally repre- 
sented by Pan Shiyi 
Friends at first 

In March 2002, Pan signed a 
contract on behalf of Redstone 
International with Beijing First 
Machine Tool Plant, to develop 
a commercial and residential 
project on a 20,000-square-me- 
ter area of prime real estate in 
Beijing’s new CBD. 

Wang Gang, Xie Guangxue 
and Yao Jun jointly invested in 
the project and became mem- 
bers of the company’s board of 
directors, holding 2.5 percent 
of stock each, while Pan Shiyi 
held 85 percent. 

The huge project, later 
named Jianwai SOHO, is lo- 
cated on the site previously 
occupied by the Beijing First 
Machine Tool Plant, on the 
south-west corner of Jianguom- 
enwai Dajie and the East Third 
Ring Road, opposite China 
World Trade Center. 

Thanks to its advantageous 
location, apartments in the 
400,000-square-metre develop- 
ment attracted an average price 
of over 15,000 yuan per square 
meter. It is estimated that 
Beijing Redstone Internation- 
al’s net profits on the deal were 
around 1.8 billion yuan. 

Where has all the money 
gone? 

After its establishment in 
1995, Beijing Redstone Inter- 
national invested 3 million 
yuan and jointly founded an- 
other company named Beijing 
Zhonghongtian Real Estate 
Company, accounting for 20 
percent of its total registered 
capital. Beijing Zhonghongtian 
concentrated on developing a 
project called “Beijing Modern 
City” from 1998 to 2001. The 


project returned a handsome 
profit, which parent company 
Beijing Redstone International 
shared among its shareholders 
big and small. Minority share- 
holders, including the three 
plaintiffs Wang, Xie and Yao, 
all received dividends. 

At the end of 2001, when the 
Beijing Modern City project was 
almost finished, Xie Guangxue 
and Yao Jun ended their in- 
volvement with Redstone Inter- 
national and its joint venture 
Beijing Zhonghongtian, and be- 
gan to pilot their own real estate 
business, setting up Beijing Ji- 
anhua Times Real Estate Com- 
pany. However, they kept their 
shares in Redstone Internation- 
al, in order to continue receiv- 
ing dividends. 

But once they left Redstone 
International, they received no 
further information about the 
company’s operational status 
and financial situation. “While 
we read more and more reports 
in different newspapers about 
Pan Shiyi seeking to have the 
company listed aboard, we be- 
gan to think of making clear 
our interests in that company. 
On March 18 this year, because 
we were unable to acquire any 
valid reports on the financial 
revenue of the SOHO project, 
which we jointly invested in the 
past and, of course, are enti- 
tled to a share of the profits 
when the project makes mon- 
ey,” Xie told China Youth Daily 
last Monday. 

Xie continued, “therefore, we 
asked our lawyers to check 
the files at the Beijing In- 
dustry and Commerce Bureau. 
That is when we realized that 
Beijing Redstone Internation- 
al, of which we three plaintiffs 
are shareholders, was no lon- 
ger a stockholder of Beijing 
Zhonghongtian. In fact, Pan had 
changed the name of Redstone 
International to SOHO China 
Real Estate Company right af- 
ter we left the company in 2001. 
It is now a privately owned 
company belonging to Pan Shiyi 
and his wife.” 

Yao Jun, another plaintiff 
said, “At that time we believed 
in him and were willing to fol- 
low him to build our property 
developing business. Now, since 
the cake has grown bigger and 
bigger, we small shareholders 
just want Pan to give us our 
share, according to the rules 
of the game. Now Pan has 
taken private possession of 
SOHO China, which was orig- 
inally Redstone International 
and which we cooperated to- 
gether in. Now Pan is planning 
to list it both in New York and 
Hong Kong.” 

“Regardless of whether it is 
successfully listed on the over- 
seas stock markets, we still in- 
sist on receiving the interest 
that is our due.” 

All above board 

Pan Shiyi is quoted in an in- 
terview with China Youth Dai- 
ly last Wednesday as saying, “I 
was extremely surprised that 
three of my former partners 
and close friends would file a 
lawsuit against me. I’ll never 
forget how we worked together 
to start the business.” Pan in- 
sists that he has done every- 
thing according to Chinese law 
and regulations in the opera- 


Contrary to what many first time 
visitors to Edinburgh believe, Scots 
actually do speak English. 

Page 16 


“Some of my friends wondered 
why did I choose this indecent 
job? They even thought there 
was something wrong with my 
brain.” Page 9 
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Tenants have already started moving 
into the still under construction 
S OHO development. Photo by Li Yue 

tion of his business. 

When Beijing Today tried to 
contacted Pan this week, he de- 
clined to be interviewed. SOHO 
China’s head of public relations 
Xu Yang stated, “ Mr. Pan doesn’t 
feel it is necessary to say any- 
thing at the current stage, be- 
cause he is actively talking and 
negotiating with Xie and Yao 
these days. He said they were all 
as close as brothers, especially at 
the beginning of their property- 


developing career. Yao Jun was 
just a university student when 
began to work with him. Mr. 
Pan really doesn’t want to go to 
the lengths of filing a lawsuit 
to solve their problems, because 
that would ruin their friendship. 

Wan Benqing, an attorney 
with Beijing Zhongfu Law Firm, 
told Beijing Today Wednesday 
that the three plaintiffs “are con- 
fident of winning the case, as 
China is currently making great 
efforts to improve its legal sys- 
tem. Small shareholders should 
have more opportunities to have 
their voices heard and their in- 
terests protected.” 

According to Wan, this type of 
law suit, called a Shareholder’s 
Derivative Suit, has been adopt- 
ed in western countries in order 
to ensure equal rights not only to 
controlling shareholders on the 
board, but also equal rights to 
vindicate for the corporation as 
well. Damages awarded at trial 
or negotiated in a settlement of 
a derivative suit are paid to the 
corporation, not to the minority 
shareholders themselves. All de- 
rivative suit settlements must be 
approved by the court hearing 
the case. 

He said that in China, this kind 
of legal process is still under con- 
struction, however many break- 
through steps have been taken to 
date. Furthermore, an increasing 


By Liu An 

The Personnel Depart- 
ment of the Beijing gov- 
ernment and the Municipal 
Commission of Development 
and Reform are seeking high 
level applicants for two 
Olympics-related positions. 
The jobs, which are open to 
both Chinese and foreign ap- 
plicants, both offer an an- 
nual salary of over 500,000 


number of legal specialists and 
corporations are beginning to pay 
attention to it. 

Because the object of a Share- 
holder’s Derivative Suit is to 
remedy damages incurred by 
a corporation as the result of 
breach of fiduciary duty by cor- 
porate officers, directors or con- 
trolling shareholders, it is a very 
important instrument for pro- 
tecting the interests and profits 
of middle and small investors in 
a corporation. 

However, Wan admitted, such 
shareholders still have a long 
way to go to find efficient meth- 
ods of protecting their small slic- 
es of the pie. 


yuan. 

Candidates are expected 
to have a doctoral degree 
in economics or equivalent 
qualification, more than two 
years experience in Olym- 
pics-related economic re- 
search, management or 
planning, and be fluent in 
both Chinese and English. 

Responsibilities include re- 
search and planning for Bei- 
jing’s economic development 
by utilizing Olympic oppor- 
tunities, researching charac- 
teristics of Beijing’s Olympic 
economic development, and 
researching, consulting, eval- 
uating and advising on de- 
cisions made by the Beijing 
Municipal Commission of De- 
velopment and Reform in the 
area of Olympic economic de- 
velopment. 

The positions are one year 
renewable contracts, with a 
three-month probation period. 
The public recruiting process 
includes applicants’ registra- 
tion, qualification checking, 
interview, health check, back- 
ground check, candidates vot- 
ing and contract signing. 
Applicants can register on the 
websites www.bjpc.gov.cn or 
www.bjinvest.gov.cn between 
September 1 and 30. 

A spokesman for the com- 
mission said the public re- 
cruiting aims to leverage 
expert influence in the pro- 
cess of government decision 
making, which will increase 
Beijing’s competitiveness, con- 
tinue Beijing’s development 
and enhance public services. 
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Peter Maclnnis, GM of Chongqing Cummins Engine Company, who has lived in Chongqing for six years, lodges his application for a green card at the Chongqing Public 
Security Bureau Wednesday. Xinhua Photo 


Green Cards Get Green light 


By James Liu 

T he Division of Exit-Entry 
Administration of the Beijing 
Municipal Public Security 
Bureau received on Monday the 
first batch of ten applications from 
foreigners for permanent residence, 
marking the start of China’s green 
card system. 

The green card system got the 
green light with the approval of 
the Regulations on Examination and 
Approval of Permanent Residence of 
Aliens in China by the State Council 
on December 13 last year, and came 
into effect from August 15. 

A prelude to the final step of 
reform was made last March when 
nearly 60 foreign residents were 
granted three-to-five year residence 
permits. During the extended res- 
idence period, those with long- 
term permits can enjoy favored 
visa treatment when entering and 
departing the country. 

“Now the Ministry of Public 
Security is issuing permanent res- 
idence certificates to foreigners, 


similar to the green card used 
by some foreign countries,” Liu 
Jiewei, an official with the Entry- 
Exit Division of the bureau told 
Beijing Today Monday. According 
to Liu, foreigners granted perma- 
nent residence card can enter and 
leave the country freely with their 
passport and green card, without 
application for a visa. Another 
favored treatment is that during 
their stay in China, foreigners are 
not required to register their resi- 
dence certificate annually and can 
change their address freely. 

“However, it does not mean there 
will be a sudden influx of foreigners. 
There are still thresholds for for- 
eigners applying for the green card,” 
said Liu. Since 1986, the bureau has 
issued permanent residence certifi- 
cates to 35 foreigners who have made 
great contributions to China’s revolu- 
tion and construction. Since the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China was founded 
in 1949, a total of 277 foreigners have 
been issued certificates of resettle- 
ment in Beijing from related state 


administrations. 

According to the newly issued 
regulations, eligibility for perma- 
nent residence mainly applies to 
high-level foreign personnel who 
hold posts in businesses which pro- 
mote China’s economic, scientific 
and technological development or 
social progress, foreign citizens who 
make relatively large direct invest- 
ment in China, foreigners who have 
made outstanding contributions or 
are of special importance to China, 
and foreigners who come to China 
to be with their families. 

The green card now has two 
types: five year validity and ten year 
validity. Certificates with five-year 
validity are granted to minors, while 
certificates with ten-year validity 
are granted to adults. 

“The application, examination 
and issuing process for the green 
card will not exceed more than 
six months. Those who have been 
granted permanent residence can 
apply for the green card and receive 
it within one month,” Liu said. 


According to the regulation, the 
period of application acceptance 
should not exceed three months, 
the period of examination is lim- 
ited to two months, and the final 
decision and issuing of certificate 
by the Ministry of Public Security 
should not exceed one month. 

Joan Hinton from the United 
States, Kyoko Nakamura from 
Japan and eight other foreigners 
who already hold certificates of 
resettlement or permanent resi- 
dence, filed their applications for 
the green card Monday. They can 
now change their old certificates to 
the unified green card for a fee of 300 
yuan. “New applicants who meet 
the requirements of the revised per- 
manent residence scheme can also 
apply for a green card. The cost is 
1,500 yuan,” said Liu. 

Charles M. Martin, president of 
the American Chamber of Com- 
merce in the People’s Republic of 
China, told Beijing Today , “it will 
be very convenient for those fre- 
quently traveling business people.” 


New Policy For HK and Foreign 
investors 


By Annie Wei 

The Beijing Industry 
and Commercial Bureau 
(BICB) is to introduce a new 
policy aimed at making reg- 
istration procedures easier 
for Hong Kong residents to 
invest in Beijing. 

The policy will be 
released at the eighth 
Beijing and Hong Kong 
Economic Cooperation 
Meeting in Hong Kong on 
September 2, according to 
a document released by 
the BICB Tuesday. 

BICB has unveiled a 
series of preferential poli- 
cies, such as allowing Hong 
Kong companies to adopt 
their original English 
trademark as the company 
trademark directly; allow- 
ing mainland citizens to 


open joint-venture busi- 
nesses with investors from 
Hong Kong as well as 
from overseas; and allow- 
ing industrial property or 
non-patent technology to 
take up to 60 percent of 
the registered capital for 
high-tech companies open- 
ing in Zhongguancun Sci- 
ence and Technology Zone. 

The Beijing Industry 
and Commercial Depart- 
ment, Hong Kong Com- 
panies Registry, Hong 
Kong Bankruptcy Man- 
agement, Hong Kong Tax 
Bureau, Hong Kong 
Industry and Trade 
Bureau and other depart- 
ments are currently hold- 
ing discussions on setting 
up a system to cross-check 
information. 


Finance Hegulation Not Prelude to 
QDll 


By Wei Lixin 

A new regulation 
released last Wednesday 
on overseas investments by 
domestic insurers has led to 
speculation that the intro- 
duction of Qualified Domes- 
tic Institutional Investors 
(QDII) is at hand. However 
the China Insurance Regu- 
latory Commission (CIRC) 
denied the rumors Sunday. 

According to the pro- 
visional regulation jointly 
issued by CIRC and the 
People’s Bank of China last 
Wednesday, domestic insur- 
ance companies that meet 
solvency and asset require- 
ments are allowed to invest 
up to 80 percent of their for- 


eign exchange reserves in 
overseas debt markets. The 
move may easily be inter- 
preted as a “ prelude “ to 
the QDII program. 

CIRC spokesman Zeng 
Yujin poured water on such 
speculation, saying, “The 
foremost characteristic of 
QDII involves raising col- 
lective capital from the 
public, while the regula- 
tion means domestic insur- 
ers may invest their own 
foreign exchange assets, 
which is different from 
QDII. Furthermore, the 
new rules neither lead to 
the conversion of RMB 
exchange nor domestic cap- 
ital outflow.” 


863 Hgh-tecli Plan Online 


By Sun Yongjian 

Important information 
about China’s “863” high- 
tech plan is now available 
on the website of the Min- 
istry of Science and Tech- 
nology, China News Agency 
reported Monday. 

Ma Songdem, deputy 
minister of Science and 


Technology said informa- 
tion about the 863 plan, 
so-named because it was 
launched in March, 1986, 
would be made available 
to the public in order 
to promote fairness and 
transparency in the 
implementation of these 
hi-tech projects. 


Urban land Inspection Underway 


Turin called for 
in Olympic Constructions 


Default on 
Project Costs 
Hits 366 Billion 

By Wei Lixin 

The accumulative total of defaults 
on project costs in the construction 
industry has reached 366 billion yuan, 
vice-minister of construction Huang 
Wei said yesterday. Speaking at a press 
conference on the progress in dealing 
with defaults on construction project 
costs and peasant workers’ pay, Huang 
also outlined counter-measures that 
are to be introduced in an effort to 
tackle the problem. 

Huang said there are some 38 
million workers in the construction 
industry in China, 30 million of whom 


are peasant workers. These laborers 
contribute substantially to the con- 
struction industry, while augmenting 
their income and benefiting the devel- 
opment of countryside. At present, 
of the total income of peasant work- 
ers’ families, 40 percent comes from 
their salaries. But due to the default 
of project costs in construction and 
on these workers’ salaries, a great 
number end up working for no pay- 
ment at all. 

Huang pointed out that thanks to 
the hard work of relevant depart- 
ments, outstanding defaults on peas- 
ant workers’ salaries from 2003 had 
been paid in full by now. Moreover, 
121.7 billion in default on project 
costs in construction has also been 
covered. “The system for repayment 
of project cost defaults has gradually 
been set up, and prevention of new 
defaults will be strengthened in the 
future,” he concluded. 


By Sun Yongjian 

The Standing Committee of 
the Beijing CPC Committee has 
highlighted thrift as a key guide- 
line in preparations for hosting 
the 2008 Olympic Games. 

At a conference of the Stand- 
ing Committee Monday, it was 
reiterated that the construction 
of sporting facilities should be in 
line with both the demands of the 
games and utilization after the 
games, according to a report in 
Tuesday’s Beijing Youth Daily. 

Construction of Beijing’s 
Olympic venues, including the 
main stadium and the swimming 
center, has been suspended, but 
would soon resume, according to 


Beijing vice-mayor and executive 
president of the Beijing Olym- 
pics organizing committee Liu 
Jingming in an interview with 
Xinhua earlier this month. 

The suspension of the build- 
ing work is to allow budget 
evaluations and further feasi- 
bility studies. 

The Standing Committee 
stressed that every possible 
avenue should be explored to 
lower the cost of construction 
as much as possible. Some gym- 
nasiums should be constructed 
within universities, some multi- 
function gymnasiums should be 
constructed in areas where there 
are few such facilities. 


China to Cooperate with South Africa on Coal-to-liquid Project 


By Annie Wei 

With the international oil prices 
again surging to record highs, 
alternative energy sources are look- 
ing increasingly attractive to busi- 
nesses and governments. 

A feasibility study jointly con- 
ducted between a group of Chinese 
companies and South African oil 
and chemicals company, Sasol, is 
due to be completed in early Sep- 
tember, according to an article on 
the web site of the Ministry of Com- 
merce. The two sides signed a letter 
of intent on two potential coal to 
liquid (CTL) projects on June 29. 

A spokeswoman for the National 
Development and Reform Com- 
mission declined to comment to 
Beijing Today Wednesday when 
asked about the projects, saying, 
“We have lots of procedures to go 
through before returning journal- 


ists questions.” 

Johann Van Rheede, Sasol media 
and communications manager, con- 
firmed to Beijing Today Monday 
that the investigation is consider- 
ing two potential sites, in Ningxia 
Autonomous Region and in Shaanxi 
Province, in the coal rich western 
area of China. 

Currently, negotiations are ongo- 
ing no a memorandum of under- 
standing on the first phase of a 
feasibility study. The total investment 
required cannot be determined until 
the feasibility study has been com- 
pleted, which will be conducted jointly 
between Sasol and a group of Chi- 
nese companies, led by the Ningxia 
and Shenhua coal companies under 
the direction of the National Develop- 
ment and Reform Commission. 

According to Rheede, Sasol will 
participate in the feasibility study and 


will also make available its technical 
expertise in the indirect coal liquefac- 
tion process. To maximize economy 
of scale benefits, a CTL plant size 
should be in the order of 50,000 to 
70,000 barrels per day. 

According to the International 
Herald Leader on August 19, Chi- 
na’s demand for oil will reach 0.27 
billion tons this year, only 0.17 
billion tons of which will be pro- 
duced domestically. In 2005, the 
figure is forecast to rise to around 
0.29 billion tons, with no signif- 
icant increase in output. At the 
same time, statistics from the Min- 
istry of Land and Resources show 
that by the end of 2002, China had 
188.6 billion tons of coal reserves 
for direct usage. CTL is seen as a 
viable method of supplementing the 
oil shortfall. 

However Rheede emphasized 


that CTL ventures are highly cap- 
ital intensive compared to con- 
ventional crude oil refineries, and 
therefore require substantial sup- 
port from the host government, “If 
CTL can be successfully replicated 
in China, the Chinese government’s 
participation will be vital. When 
Sasol embarked on the establish- 
ment of its current CTL plant in 
South Africa, the government pro- 
vided significant support for the 
establishment of a sustainable and 
viable synthetic fuel industry.” 
Established in 1950, Sasol is 
the largest company in Africa, with 
sales of R66 billion (US $9.9 billion) 
last year. It operates the only com- 
mercial scale coal liquefaction plant 
operating in the world, at Secunda, 
about 150 kilometers from Johan- 
nesburg, which produces an equiva- 
lent of 150,000 barrels of oil a day. 


By Annie Wei 

The Ministry of Land 
and Resources has 
launched the 2004 urban 
land value inspection, 
according to a report in 
Monday’s Beijing Youth 
Daily. 

The report says the 
inspection, which will 
include 50 cities in 30 
provinces, will be com- 


pleted before January 20 
next year and will pay 
special attention to land 
value changes in the 
Yangtze and Pearl river 
deltas. 

According to the report, 
city land value inspection 
considers such factors as 
location, land area, land 
value index, land trade sam- 
ples and housing samples. 


HSK Waived for Some Foreign 
Students 


By Annie Wei 

Foreign students who 
study Chinese at second- 
ary school level can now 
apply to study in China 
without sitting for the HSK 
(Chinese proficiency test), 
according to a report in the 
Beijing News last Saturday. 
The international cooper- 
ation and communication 
department of the Ministry 
of Education has recently 
issued a regulation to this 
effect. 

A notice on the web 


site of the Ministry of 
Education says the Edu- 
cation and Culture Sec- 
tion of Chinese embassies 
in foreign countries can 
provide schools with a 
certificate showing that 
Chinese is a required 
course. Foreign students 
can show a certified copy 
of the certificate to the 
university at which they 
are applying to study in 
China, allowing them to 
claim exemption from 
taking the test. 


New Management Rules 
tor Great wai 


By Annie Wei 

China Great Wall Asso- 
ciation secretary Dong 
Yaohui told to Xinhua 
Monday that the State 
Council will issue a regu- 
lation aimed at protecting 
the Great Wall by the end 
of the year. 

According to the new reg- 
ulation, the Great Wall will 
be administered by the cen- 
tral government as opposed 
to the current system, which 


leaves different sections of 
the wall under the control 
of various local and provin- 
cial governments. 

The China Great Wall 
Association, with the help 
of volunteers, is currently 
compiling data, including 
exact measurements, 
state of repair, scenic 
descriptions and related 
information, which will be 
utilized in the drawing up 
of the new regulation. 
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Bank of China’s shift was announced at a huge press conference on Thursday. 


Photo by Zhang Jianfeng 


Bank of China Reborn 
Joint Stock Company 


By Sun Yongjian 

As of yesterday, Bank of China 
Co., Ltd is the new name of the 
state-owned Bank of China. The 
change is a key step towards the 
bank’s planned initial public offer- 
ing, the People’s Bank of China, the 
country’s central bank, said on its 
website on Tuesday. 

The extension of Bank of China’s 
name indicates that its stock-hold- 
ing reforms have been completed, 


making it a joint stock bank instead 
of a completely state-owned invest- 
ment bank. 

Bank of China Co., Ltd. inherits 
the former incarnation’s registered 
funds of 186.39 billion yuan as well 
as all of its assets, liabilities, credi- 
tor’s rights and staff, the PBOC an- 
nouncement said. 

Central Huijin Investment Co. 
holds 100 percent of the bank’s 
shares, occupies six of the 11 seats 


on the bank’s board and has sole re- 
sponsibility for developing the bank 
on behalf of the central government, 
according to the statement. 

Beijing Youth Daily reported on 
Wednesday that Liang Dingbang, 
chief consultant of the China Securi- 
ties Regulatory Commission, would 
serve as the independent director of 
the renamed bank. 

The remaining four board seats 
would go to presiding bank exec- 



utives, including Chairman of the 
Board Xiao Gang and newly ap- 
pointed President Li Lihui, the ar- 
ticle said. 

Company-wide personnel reform 
efforts would be launched and a 
competitive employment commis- 
sion formed by representatives of 
over 30 provincial arms and each 
department of the bank’s head- 
quarters to hone the bank’s work- 
force, it said. 


Fuel Oil Futures Trading Resumes 


Trading of fuel oil futures started 
in Shanghai Wednesday after a 
10-year hiatus, giving the world’s sec- 
ond-largest oil consumer an impor- 
tant tool with which to hedge risks. 

The Shanghai Futures Ex- 
change (SHFE) set a benchmark 
price of 2,098 yuan (US$253.4) a 
ton for the seven contracts traded 
at the exchange. 

Oil consumers in China, the 
world’s second-largest oil consumer 
and third-largest importer, have long 
expected oil futures to hedge risks. 

China Securities Regulatory 


Commission (CSRC) Chairman 
Shang Fulin said the nation should 
speed up the establishment of an oil 
risk hedging mechanism, with fuel 
oil futures being just the start. 

Fuel oil became the first futures 
product approved by that authority 
to resume trading since 1994, when 
regulators shut down the over-spec- 
ulated futures market. 

Shang said, “Fuel oil futures pro- 
vide enterprises a platform to grasp 
pricing information in the market 
while hedging risks.” 

China consumed around 44 mil- 



lion tons of fuel oil last year, com- 
pared with 3.44 million in 2002, 
according to an SHFE report. About 
half of that fuel oil was imported. 

Both the regulator and the ex- 
change are taking a cautious ap- 
proach to the new derivatives. 

Shang said China’s futures mar- 
ket was a young, emerging market. 

“It takes a lot of cultivation and 
effort to make a product mature 
after its launch. We need to have 
sufficient understanding and prep- 
aration for possible problems,” he 
said Wednesday. (Xinhua) 


New White Paper Shines light 
on Zhongguancun Trade 


By Wei Lixin 

This week’s release of the Zhong- 
guancun Electronic Product Trade 
Industry White Paper 2003 was 
hailed as the first time that compre- 
hensive figures on commercial ac- 
tivity in China’s “Silicon Valley” has 
been made available. 

The white paper was assembled 
by the Zhongguancun Electronic 
Product Commerce Organization 
based on information from six 
months of investigations conducted 
by US-based International Data 
Group. 

“The most-valuable aspect of the 
report is the data on annual trade 
volume and operating turnover in 
Zhongguancun’s electronic product 
industry,” Guo Xu, general secretary 
of the organization told Beijing To- 
day on Wednesday. 


“The data covers 18 categories of 
products, including digital products, 
DVD players, electronic components 
and software.” 

Its initial conclusion is that an- 
nual sales of electronic products 
in the Zhongguancun area in 2003 
reached 28 billion, with trading 
volume at 72 billion yuan. The 
Hailong Electronics Mall lead the 
large IT markets in the area in 
terms of turnover and trade vol- 
ume, followed by the Dinghao Elec- 
tronics Mall. 

The paper points out that the 
area is facing a serious problem of 
disorderly and redundant develop- 
ment of sales centers for electronics, 
as retail floor space has nearly tri- 
pled in the last two to three years. 
The excessive growth has led to vi- 
cious competition, it says. 


“Another 100,000 square meters 
of floor space of electronic malls 
is currently under construction, de- 
spite the very heated competition,” 
Guo said. 

He attributed the “blind invest- 
ment” to several factors. “First, in- 
vestors have rushed into the market 
without getting enough information 
and doing proper research. Second, 
the channels for communication are 
limited, meaning it is hard for in- 
vestors to get information from rel- 
evant administration departments 
and trade organizations. Last is that 
investment approval procedures are 
not fully developed.” 

The white paper has raised some 
eyebrows by describing Zhongguan- 
cun as “the most important IT prod- 
uct distribution center in northern 
China”, not as the country’s “IT cen- 


ter” or “Silicon Valley” as the area 
has long been known. 

“There is no mistake here,” Guo 
said. “Electronics trading is boom- 
ing, but the local government and 
management of the Zhongguancun 
High-tech Park has long neglected 
the trade industry and failed to 
provide favorable policies for its 
development. Research and devel- 
opment, manufacturing and distri- 
bution should be a connected chain 
and no components can be ignored. 
We hope the government will at- 
tach proportional importance to 
their development and prop up the 
industry.” 

He noted that his organization 
would continue to publish annual 
white papers to provide reliable in- 
formation for both investors and the 
local government. 


Amazon Buys Joyo for $75 Million 


By Xu Yan 

The world’s biggest Internet re- 
tailer Amazon.com last Thursday 
signed an agreement to buy Chi- 
nese counterpart Joyo.com for $75 
million, the US’ NewsFactor web- 
site reported last Friday. The deal 
marks a key step in Amazon’s entry 
into China’s booming market and 
could give it access to as many as 80 
million domestic online customers. 

Amazon expected to close the 


deal within the third quarter, mak- 
ing Joyo.com its seventh global web 
site, the report said. 

“We are very pleased to be en- 
tering the Chinese market with 
Joyo.com,” Jeff Bezos, founder and 
CEO ofAmazon.com, was quoted as 
saying. 

“In a relatively short time, 
Joyo.com has established itself as 
the leading online destination for 
books, music and videos in China, 


and we’re happy to be part of one 
of the world’s most dynamic mar- 
kets.” 

Joyo marketing department 
manager Wang Dan told Beijing 
Today on Monday that the $75 mil- 
lion sum would include $72 mil- 
lion in cash and $3 million through 
the assumption of employee stock 
options. Amazon will be the sole 
shareholder of Joyo.com after the 
deal goes through. 


British Virgin Islands-based 
Joyo.com was founded in 2000 with 
support from Chinese software com- 
pany Kingsoft and computer maker 
Lenovo Group. 

Amazon was less successful in 
its attempt earlier this month to 
buy Joyo. corn’s main domestic rival 
Dangdang.com, NewsFactor said. 
Dangdang.com executives deemed a 
merger or acquisition deal with Am- 
azon “too risky”, it said. 


Oil Prices Rise Again 


By Annie Wei 

The third nationwide 
price shift for oil this 
year has raised the cost 
of gas in Beijing once 
again, Beijing Youth Dai- 
ly said Wednesday. 

Oil product prices rose 
by an average of six to 
eight percent, the news- 
paper said. 

Surging international 
oil prices have forced Chi- 
na to update its prices 
to help factories handle 
refining costs since the 
country’s price standards 
rely on the New York, Sin- 
gapore and Rotterdam in- 
dexes, the report said. 

High oil prices should 
have significant impact on 
China because of its reli- 
ance on oil to fuel its boom- 
ing economy and its lack 
of ability to influence in- 
ternational oil prices, Tao 
Dong, chief economics ana- 
lyst for Credit Suisse First 
Boston (CSFB) Asia, wrote 



Paying more to pump: oil 
prices have been hiked an av- 
erage of six to eight percent. 


in his report China: Life 
Under $40 Oil released on 
August 11. 

Niu Li, an economic an- 
alyst from the State Infor- 
mation Center was quoted 
as saying in the Shanghai 
Securities Post last week 
that if oil prices continued 
to rise, it could result in a 
0.7 to 0.8 percent drop in 
China’s 2004 GDP. 


Telecom Provider Peels Off from Rail 
Ministry 


By Sun Yongjian 

China Tietong, former- 
ly known as China Rail- 
way Communication Co. 
(China Railcom), one of 
this country’s six major 
domestic telecommunica- 
tion operators, last Fri- 
day changed its name 
to China Tietong Tele- 
communications Corp, 
Beijing Youth Daily re- 
ported on Monday. 

The corporation also 
separated from the Minis- 
try of Railways to become 
an independent operator 
under the umbrella of 
the State-owned Assets 
Supervision and 

Administration Commis- 
sion (SASAC), effectively 
putting China Tietong 
under the leadership of 


China’s State Council, a 
statement on the compa- 
ny’s website said. 

One effect of the shift 
was a temporary short- 
age of funding, as the 
company used to receive 
money from the ministry, 
Beijing Youth Daily said. 

“We need to do every- 
thing we can to attract 
funds,” Zhao Jibin, new 
chairman of the board of 
China Tietong, said last 
Friday. 

“All sorts of fund 
source channels should 
be explored, such as bank 
loans, issuing bonds or 
initial public offering and 
seeking strategic part- 
ners,” SASAC Deputy 
President Wang Ruixiang 
said. 


Swiss Investment Bank Ok’d 
for Derivative Business 


By Sun Yongjian 

Chinese authorities 
granted a license last Fri- 
day to Swiss-based invest- 
ment bank Credit Suisse 
First Boston to launch de- 
rivative business in China, 
making it the first over- 
seas investment bank to 
receive such permission, 
the China Economic Times 
reported on Sunday. 

Paul Calello, CEO and 
chairman of the Asia & Pa- 
cific region for Credit Su- 
isse was quoted as saying 
he expected demand for 
financial derivative prod- 
ucts to increase steadily in 
this country. 

“Our strategic target is 
to establish a comprehen- 
sive financial service plat- 
form,” Calello said. 

The China Economic 

Rover Ready to Join 

By Sun Yongjian 

British carmaker MG 
Rover announced Monday 
that it welcomed the friend- 
ly takeover arranged with 
Chinese auto maker SAIC, 
Shanghai Youth Daily re- 
ported Wednesday. 

Xue Hao, a spokesman 
for Shanghai-based SAIC, 
would not comment on the 
announcement. 


Times said the bank was 
planning to launch its 
new derivative business 
through its Shanghai sub- 
sidiary. 

This February, the 
China Banking Regula- 
tory Commission (CBRC) 
issued regulations al- 
lowing foreign financial 
institutions to launch de- 
rivative business with do- 
mestic enterprises. 

US-based Citibank 
Group became the first for- 
eign bank to open such 
business in China after 
receiving CBRC approval 
in June. To date, more 
than 20 overseas financial 
groups including JP Mor- 
gan, HSBC and Deutsch- 
land Bank have applied to 
the commission to launch 
derivative business. 

SAIC Family 

A Beijing Morning Post 
article said Thursday that 
the take-over deal had 
started with negotiations 
for establishing a joint ven- 
ture in China two months 
ago. However, MG Rover’s 
weak financial condition 
led the talks to switch to 
the topic of a SAIC pur- 
chase of the ailing British 
carmaker. 


Cutting-edge Appliances on Show 


By Sun Yongjian 

The four-day Global 
Home Appliance Expo, 
sponsored by giant Chi- 
nese appliance retailer 
Gome, opened Thursday 
in Beijing, the Beijing 
Morning Post reported. 

“This is the first home 
appliance expo to take 
the form of annual car 
shows, which we feel is 
a necessary step con- 
sidering the rapid de- 
velopment of China’s 
home appliance indus- 
try,” Gome spokesman 


Yan Qinghai told Beijing 
Today on Thursday. 

The show was intend- 
ed to not only introduce 
consumers to the newest 
trends in home applianc- 
es, but also to try to perk 
up sales in the normally 
dead late summer season, 
Yan said. 

Nearly 300 domestic 
and overseas home ap- 
pliance producers in- 
cluding Hisense, Haier, 
Chunlan, Changhong, 
Sony, Panasonic and Sam- 
sung are participating. 
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Unions Protest Overtime 
Regulations 


Senator Tom Harkin ( C) holds a poster during a rally to protest the Bush administration’s new regulations on overtime 
pay outside the Department of Labor, August 23, 2004 in Washington, DC. (Photo by Photocome) 


Washington, August 24 (AP) 
- Several hundred union mem- 
bers marched outside the Labor 
Department to protest new over- 
time pay regulations taking 
effect Monday, with two sena- 
tors pledging to try to roll them 
back when Congress returns 
from recess. 

Protesters, many wearing 
union T-shirts, carried signs such 
as “President Bush: Hands off 
my overtime pay,” and chanted, 
“Come on all you billionaires, give 
us wages that are fair.” 

Congress reconvenes Septem- 
ber 7, but critics of the rules 
acknowledge a repeal is a long 
shot, given the threat of a veto 
by Bush. 

Employers have sought the 
changes for decades, complaining 
the rules were ambiguous and 
out of date, and questioning why 
highly paid professionals should 
get overtime pay. Retailers, res- 
taurants, insurance companies 
and others were getting hit with 
multimillion dollar lawsuits by 
workers claiming they were 
cheated out of overtime pay. 

The Labor Department says 
the new rules provide clarity. 

“Under the new rules, workers 
will know their overtime rights, 
employers will know their respon- 
sibilities and the department can 
more vigorously enforce these pro- 
tections,” Labor Secretary Elaine 


Chao said in a statement. 

Labor unions say the new rules 
are intended to reduce employers’ 
costs by cutting the number of 
workers who are eligible for over- 
time pay. 

About 11.6 million workers 
receive overtime pay for working 


more than 40 hours a week, the 
Labor Department has said. In all, 
about 115 million workers are cov- 
ered by the overtime rules in the 
1938 Fair Labor Standards Act. 

Estimates of how many work- 
ers will lose their overtime eligibil- 
ity vary from 107,000 to 6 million. 


Calculations of workers who could 
become newly eligible range from 
very few to 1.3 million. 

Changes are aimed at white- 
collar workers, and the Labor 
Department says manual labor- 
ers and other blue-collar workers 
won’t be affected. 





Overtime 

Pay! 


Overtime Work 
Deserves 
Overtime Pay 


Singapore 

Considers 

Casino 

Singapore, August 23, The Straits Times - 
Whether to set up a casino here is one issue 
on which the Government can try to find a 
middle ground. 

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong raised the 
subject last night in his National Day Rally speech 
and asked: “Can we have a casino and still contain 
social problems?” 

PM Lee acknowledged the “strong con- 
cerns” about the social implications of having 
a casino. In fact, the government said no to 
having a casino quite recently, when the idea was 
put forth to the Economic Review Committee, 
chaired by Lee himself. 

“But the subject didn’t die. And we have to 
reconsider because the argument comes up, the 
situation changes,” he said. 

For instance, Singaporeans are already going 
to Batam casinos. 

Also, tourist groups often want to visit casinos, 
and Singapore had to consider opening up this 
option if it can help increase the tourism traffic. 

Thus, the Trade and Industry Ministry has 
submitted a new proposal for a casino to be 
built as part of an integrated resort with an 
entertainment center. 

Urging Singaporeans not to reject the idea 
outright, he said restrictions could be set in 
place to prevent lower-income Singaporeans 
from patronizing casinos. 

“We will not make it easy for people to go 
broke and ruin their families in Singapore.” 

Analyst’s Take: 

Generally speaking, with stringent supervi- 
sion from the government, the tourist industry 
can benefit a lot from opening up legitimate casi- 
nos. The main reason for Singapore to consider 
a casino is to promote its own economic inter- 
ests. For a certain country or district, where the 
necessary laws and regulations already exist, 
casinos may bring a great number of tourists 
with sizable foreign exchange, and thus boost 
the local economic growth. Take Chinese tour- 
ists for example, every year a large number of 
them, especially the wealthy ones, rush to casi- 
nos in Australia, or Las Vegas for gambling, 
spending a great deal money there. I think it 
is a sort of release partly, as there are no legit- 
imate casinos in China. That is not to say, of 
course, that China should follow Singapore’s 
footsteps, because the social environment varies 
from country to country. 

Whether to set up a legitimate casino in a 
country or district is a complicated question 
depending on several factors. Besides a mature 
legal and regulatory system, the cultural tradi- 
tions and quality of a society should be taken 
into account. 

- Dai Xuefeng, senior economist from 
the Tourist Research Center of the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences (Wei Lixin) 


Arroyo Concedes Crisis 


Manila, August 24, The Straits Times 
- Philippines President Gloria Arroyo 
kept faith with her economic ministers 
yesterday, asking them to stay in their 
posts for the time being as she acknowl- 
edged the country was in the midst of a 
fiscal crisis. 

Arroyo, who won a fresh term in the 
May election, wants economic planning chief 
Romulo Neri, Finance Secretary Juanita 
Amatong, Budget Secretary Emilia Bonco- 
din and Trade Secretary Cesar Purisima 
to remain in the Cabinet, her spokesman 
Ignacio Bunye said in a statement. 

Bunye did not say whether Energy Sec- 
retary Vincent Perez, who is overseeing 
the crucial privatization of debt-laden state 
power firm National Power Corp. (Napocor), 
had also been asked to stay. 

Arroyo reshuffled other Cabinet posts 
last week and had been expected to make 
some changes to her economic team as she 
tries to reduce a US$3.5 billion annual 
budget deficit that economists say is 
unsustainable. 

Budget Secretary Boncodin said the eco- 
nomic team would examine the idea, but 
added the economy was not technically in a 
fiscal crisis as international credit windows 
were still open. 


Local Report: 

Why did Arroyo acknowledge the country 
was in the midst of a fiscal crisis ? First, the 
financial state of the Philippines is indeed 
severe. The World Bank, Asian Development 
Bank and other international rating organiza- 
tions have warned the Philippine government 
about its ugly financial state. Some Philippines 
experts said if the financial state and enor- 
mous size of the debt can not be improved, the 
country may head for a debt crisis in the next 
few years similar to that experienced by Argen- 
tina in 2001. 

Secondly, Arroyo needed to obtain support 
for the economic reform plan. Since Arroyo’s 
reappointment this May, the government has 
proposed a package of financial plans, includ- 
ing imposing additional tax on fuel, tobacco 
and alcohol. But the proposals met widespread 
opposition. The declaration of a fiscal crisis 
urges public support for the government plans. 

Finally, according to the law, once a coun- 
try is in a fiscal crisis, the president is entitled 
to withhold the revenue normally distributed 
to local government, which accounts for 30% of 
the total revenue. This can cut down the budget 
deficit of the country. 

- Xinhua News Agency , August 22 

(Wei Lixin) 


US Securities on the Up 


Washington, August 16 (Dow Jones) - For- 
eigners recorded net purchases of US secu- 
rities totaling $71.8 billion in June, the first 
increase since January, according to the latest 
data from the Treasury Department. 

Foreign net purchases of US securities in 
May were revised up to $65.2 billion in May, 
from a previously reported $56.4 billion. 

Foreign net purchases of US Treasury 
notes and bonds totaled $40.6 billion in 
June, up from a revised $29.2 billion in May, 
the Treasury said. 

Within the foreign purchases of Treasury 
notes and bonds, foreign official institutions 
purchased $17.5 billion in June, up from 
purchases of $14.6 billion in May. 

Japan, the largest foreign holder of Trea- 
sury securities, boosted its holdings of Trea- 
sury notes and bonds to $689.3 billion in 
June from $668.1 billion in May. 

China, the second largest holder of Trea- 
sury securities, slightly increased its hold- 
ings to $164.8 billion in June from $164.1 
billion in May. 

The UK, the third largest holder of Trea- 
sury securities, increased its holdings to 
$127.6 billion in June from a revised $126.4 
billion in May. 

Local Report: 

The latest data from the US Treasury 
Department gives an impression of increasing 
demand for US securities by foreign inves- 
tors. However, along with the recent interest 
rate rises by the Fed, it is very likely that the 
US national debt will become a “ hot potato” 


again. Although the US security market has 
long been the most important market that 
international investors cannot lose sight of, 
and is also the most essential tool for central 
banks of the other countries to conduct foreign 
exchange policy, the evidence shows that for- 
eign investors’ interest in buying US securi- 
ties is gradually weakening. 

First, signs of economic recovery in Japan 
are beginning to show. The Bank of Japan 
used to invest large sums of capital in the US 
security market to buy bonds in order to influ- 
ence the exchange rate and boost competitive- 
ness of Japanese export goods. But with the 
coming recovery this year, such intervention is 
gradually weakened. If the economic recovery 
continues for a long period, the enthusiasm of 
the Japanese government for buying US Secu- 
rities is bound to wane further. 

Moreover, as a consequence of the high 
international oil price, China will invest 
in energy sources rather than the security 
market. With all these factors taken into 
account, the market prospects for US secu- 
rities, especially for the national debt, are 
somewhat bleak. 

According to a report recently released by 
Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc., if the pur- 
chase of foreign investment in the US security 
market continues to decrease, the US will find 
it hard to attain sufficient capital to finance the 
national current account deficit. This would 
threaten the position of the dollar in the inter- 
national capital market. 

- China Business Post , August 23 

(Wei Lixin) 


Olympiad Drives Greece 
Debt to New High 


Beijing, August 25 
(Xinhua) - Greece pledged to 
redress its finances one day 
after official figures showed 
that Olympics-related costs 
pushed Greece’s public debt, 
already one of Europe’s big- 
gest, to new depths. 

On Monday, Greece’s 
accounting office showed 
Greece’s public debt for the 
first half of 2004 rising by 10 
percent year-on-year to 195.7 
billion euros - well above 100 
percent of the country’s gross 
domestic product (GDP), 
China Daily reported. 

Much of the increase is due 
to borrowing incurred between 
April and June for the timely 
completion of infrastructure for 
the Athens Olympics, accord- 


ing to ministry officials. 

But building-up of cash 
reserves and not-Olympics- 
related spending unaccounted 
for in previous government 
budgets also accounted for a 
big chunk of the rise, according 
to ministry officials. 

According to latest offi- 
cial figures, which are still 
subject to revision, Greece’ 
public deficit for 2003 
exceeded the EU-prescribed 
limit of three percent of 
output and Brussels has 
launched an excessive deficit 
procedure against Greece. 

The Athens Olympics 
could cost Greek taxpayers 
more than seven billion euros, 
according to the latest gov- 
ernment estimates. 


SEC Fines Royal Dutch/Shell $120 Million in 


Reserves Case 

Washington, August 24, 
(AP) - A $ 120-million fine 
levied on Royal Dutch/Shell 
Group resolves the energy com- 
pany’s part in a US inquiry 
into the overstatement of oil 
and gas reserves, but the role 
of individuals is still under 
investigation, securities regu- 
lators said Tuesday. 

The Securities and 
Exchange Commission and the 
oil giant announced that the 
settlement, which Shell agreed 
to in principle last month, has 
been made formal. 

Under the accord, the 
world’s third-largest publicly 


traded oil company also agreed 
to spend $5 million on an inter- 
nal compliance program. 

Royal Dutch/Shell, an Anglo- 
Dutch company with a major 
presence in Canada, neither 
admitted to nor denied wrong- 
doing in the settlement but did 
agree to refrain from future vio- 
lations of securities laws. 

The company still faces an 
investigation by the Justice 
Department. 

Shell also agreed to pay 17 
million pounds, or about $30 
million, to settle related alle- 
gations by Britain’s Financial 
Services Authority. 


German Unions Consider Minimum Wage 


Frankfurt, August 25 (AFP) 
- German labor unions, pre- 
viously deeply divided on the 
issue of a minimum wage, are 
prepared to discuss the intro- 
duction of a minimum wage 
on a sector-by-sector basis, a 
leading member of the DGB 
trade union federation said in 
a newspaper interview. 

The giant IG Metall union 
for the electrical, engineering 
and metalworking sectors, and 
the chemicals and construc- 
tion union IG BCE, which have 
previously rejected such an 
idea, had also signaled their 
readiness to follow this line, 


DGB board member Heinz 
Putzhammer said. 

However, unions were 
opposed to a single minimum 
wage for all sectors of industry, 
the trade unionist continued. 

Putzhammer is responsi- 
ble for wage policy within the 
DGB and is also a member 
of the working group set up 
by the ruling Social Democrat 
SPD party and unions to draw 
up a common position on the 
issue by the late autumn. 

Chancellor Gerhard Schro- 
eder recently said it was “jus- 
tified” to relaunch the debate 
about a minimum wage. 


Home Depot to Pay $5.5 Million in Case 


New York, August 26, 
(Reuters) - Home Depot Inc., 
the world’s largest home 
improvement retailer, agreed 
to pay $5.5 million to settle 
discrimination claims 

brought by some workers at 
its Colorado stores, the US 
Equal Employment Oppor- 
tunity Commission (EEOC) 
said on Wednesday. 

The EEOC said it had 
alleged in a lawsuit that in 
the stores, “there was a hos- 
tile work environment based 
on gender, race, and national 
origin, and that the company 
retaliated against employees 
who complained about 
discrimination.” 

Calls to Home Depot and 
the EEOC were not immedi- 


ately returned. 

The voluntary settlement 
calls for Home Depot to pay 
$3 million to resolve discrim- 
ination charges filed by 38 
employees, and an additional 
$2.5 million to set up a fund 
to provide relief to others who 
were harmed. 

It also calls for Home Depot 
to train employees on anti- 
discrimination laws, appoint 
a coordinator to insure com- 
pliance with the settlement 
terms and oversee internal 
investigations of employee dis- 
crimination complaints, and to 
be monitored by the EEOC for 
30 months. 

The EEOC said Home 
Depot denied the allegations 
in the agency’s complaint. 


Gimme an Aluminum Bottle Beer! 



Pittsburgh Brewing Company, makers of 
Iron City beer, unveiled a new aluminum 
beer bottle at a news conference Tuesday. 

AP Photo 


Pittsburgh, 

August 25 (AP) - 
How much would 
you pay for a bottle 
of beer that stays 
cold nearly an hour 
longer? Pittsburgh 
Brewing Co., maker 
of Iron City Beer, is 
asking an additional 
$1 per case. 

The brewery has 
partnered with 
Alcoa Inc., the 
world’s largest alu- 
minum maker, to produce 
aluminum bottles that keep 
beer colder for as much as 50 
minutes longer than a glass 
bottle, Alcoa officials said. 

About 20,000 cases of the 
new aluminum bottle beer 
are en route to as many 
as 28 states and should be 
on shelves this week, Alcoa 
and Pittsburgh Brewing said 
Tuesday. 


The bottles have three times 
the aluminum of a typical beer 
can. That gives them superior 
insulation, Alcoa spokesman 
Kevin Lowery said. 

It’s not the first time Alcoa 
has teamed up with the local 
brewery to put out a new 
product. In 1962, the two put 
the first pull-tab beer cans on 
shelves, freeing beer drinkers 
of the need to carry openers 
with them. 
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Thousands Rush to Purchase 
Economic Apartments 



People queued up to two days for numbers to buy a new home in the economi- 
cal Sanhuan Xincheng development. Photo by Wang Zhenloni 


By Chen Si 

Patience paid off last Friday 
for over 2,000 people, who were 
rewarded for waiting up to two 
days and two nights in a long 
queue with numbers for purchas- 
ing new, economical homes in the 
Sanhuan Xincheng (Third Ring 
New Town) development. 

Apartments in Sanhuan 
Xincheng, which stands at Fen- 
gyiqiao near the northwest cor- 
ner of the Third Ring Road, sell 
for a rock-bottom 3,670 yuan per 
square meter. 

The homes qualify as econom- 
ic apartments, which are offered 
to families with total incomes 
of less than 60,000 yuan per 
year. Because developers of eco- 
nomic housing developments do 
not have to pay the government 
for land use, the apartments sell 
for very low prices, normally un- 
der 320,00 yuan. 

The very low prices have driven 
massive demand for such housing, 
forcing developers to give poten- 
tial buyers numbers for ordering 
their new apartments. 

‘"Yesterday I got my family to 
bring me a reclining chair so I 


could stay there all night and 
keep my place at the head of the 
line,” pleased prospective homebuy- 
er Ms. Guo was quoted as saying by 
Beijing Youth Daily on Saturday. 

Economic apartments were first 
erected in the 1990s in order to 
balance the rising prices of private 
housing and there were no clear 
rules for who could purchase such 
homes and who could not, Ge Wu, 
an official from Beijing’s Land Re- 
source Management Bureau, told 
Beijing Today on Tuesday. Today, 
however, the central government 
has stipulated that only those earn- 
ing modest incomes can purchase 
the cut-rate homes. 

To date, 36 economic apart- 
ment developments have been 
built in Beijing. “We know that 
the most important thing for 
a country is economic devel- 
opment, so governments still 
prefer higher-end apartments, 
because they are more expen- 
sive and therefore more profit- 
able than economic apartments. 
That explains why so many peo- 
ple are willing to queue so long 
to purchase an economic apart- 
ment,” Ge said. 


Infertility Hospital 
Exposed as Fraud 


By Zhou Ying 

After earning a quick 
reputation through an ag- 
gressive blitz of television 
advertisements featuring 
famed actor Tang Guoq- 
iang and pop star Xie Xia- 
odong, the Beijing Xinxing 
Hospital has seen its 
name dragged through 
the mud, as most of its ad- 
vertised claims have been 
proven false. 

Beijing Xinxing Hos- 
pital, a specialist in 
treating infertility, spent 
hundred of millions of 
yuan on ads that prom- 
ised hope for couples un- 
able to have children. 

Yet the television 
spots’ claims about the 
curative effects of the 
hospital’s treatments 
were very exaggerated, 
Oriental Outlook report- 
ed on August 4. Adding 
insult to injury, the 
Beijing News revealed 
last Tuesday that the 
hospital’s four head “doc- 
tors” had only graduated 
from a technical second- 
ary school and did not 
hold medical degrees. 

Those and other in- 
vestigative reports have 
sparked public outcry 


against the hospital and 
its boastful ads. 

An investigation con- 
ducted by the Beijing 
Administration of Indus- 
try and Commerce in 
Haidian District earlier 
this month revealed that 
advertised claims that the 
hospital was the “larg- 
est,” “most technically 
advanced” and “of the 
highest standard” were 
all unsubstantiated. 

“I think everybody who 
appears in advertise- 
ments should be re- 
sponsible to audiences,” 
Xie Xiaodong told Beijing 
Youth Daily on Sunday. 

Xie said he had se- 
rious doubts about ap- 
pearing in the ads and 
only signed the contract 
after two years of care- 
ful consideration. “After 
I saw some materials 
about the hospital, in- 
cluding articles in many 
newspapers and official 
awards, I completely be- 
lieved that the hospital 
did offer a valuable pub- 
lic service,” he said. 

The bureau is con- 
tinuing its investigation, 
but the hospital remains 
open for business. 


Vengeful Murderer 
Put to Death 


By Wang Fang 

A 25-year-old man 
from Xinjiang who killed 
six people in Beijing 
was executed last Fri- 
day. The victims were 
all the perpetrators of 
a gang rape against Li 
Yijiang, who then went 
on a campaign of mur- 
derous vengeance. 

Li killed the six men, 
all aged between 20 and 
30, from late 2002 to early 
2003, in all cases cutting 
off their genitals after 
killing them. Police linked 
the murders by discover- 
ing all the deceased were 
frequent visitors on the 
same pornographic web- 
site and then managed 
to follow that trail to Li, 
who was arrest in August 
last year. 

In his police confes- 
sion, Li told police he 
had a troubled past, in- 
cluding memories of his 
father abusing his men- 


tally ill mother. He was 
the second-best student 
from his hometown when 
he graduated high 
school, earning him ad- 
mission to a prominent 
Beijing university. It was 
there that he got hooked 
on the “Purple Boy” por- 
nographic website. 

To earn money to pay 
for long sessions at a lo- 
cal Internet cafe, Li took 
on two part-time restau- 
rant jobs. His studies 
began to slip and after 
failing three courses, he 
was kicked out of the 
university. 

Later, in 2002, he was 
beaten and raped by four 
men at a disco that was 
a hang-out for “Purple 
Boy” regulars. After re- 
covering from the rape, 
Li went on a revenge-fu- 
elled killing spree, luring 
the rapists and their ac- 
complices out and mur- 
dering them one by one. 



Forty-five people were hurt when one bus smashed into a streetlamp. 
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TWo Buses Collide Racing 
into Station 


By Dong Nan 

Nearly 50 passengers were injured 
when two buses on the 715 line crashed 
at the Sanlihe bus station in Chon- 
gwen District on Tuesday morning. 
The cause of the accident is still under 
investigation, however witnesses have 
told police that the two bus drivers 
were jockeying to be the first into the 
station when the collision occurred. 

Sheng Guoqiang, who was stand- 
ing on the sidewalk at the time of 
the crash, told police he saw a blue 
bus traveling down the right hand bus 
lane when another white bus came 
careening in from the left lane and 
tried to cut the blue bus off. The white 
bus turned too sharply, however, and 
plowed into the other buses’ front end. 
The blue bus swerved out of the way 
and ran straight into a streetlight. 

The 45 injured passengers were all 
in the blue bus. None were seriously 
wounded, but 15 were kept in hospital 
overnight for tests and observation. 

“The blue bus pulled into Jielou 


station, the stop before Sanlihe, in 
front of the white one. Later, the white 
bus tried to overtake the blue one, 
and they drove next to each other at 
high speeds for a long time. Then the 
white one tried to move in front just 
before the Sanlihe stop,” a passenger 
on the white bus surnamed Yin told 
the Beijing Morning Post. “I think they 
were racing to get to the station first 
to get the most passengers.” 

Chen Lianshuan, vice manager of 
Beijing Bus Company’s safety depart- 
ment explained that the number of 
tickets sold per day directly affects 
drivers and conductors’ wages. 

Beijing Bus Company President 
Zhang Guoguang held a press con- 
ference Tuesday night, at which he 
pledged the company would cover 
the injured passengers’ medical ex- 
penses. Though the accident was 
still under investigation, the two 
drivers involved, Song Huiquan and 
Zhang Baoli, had already been fired, 
Zhang said. 


Bomb Rocks Home of Cormpiion Fighter 


By Chen Si 

A bomb blast ripped through the 
home of the head of the Anti-Corrup- 
tion Bureau in Xingtai city, Hebei Prov- 
ince last Thursday, severely injuring 
the official’s wife. 

A source from the Xingtai police 
speculated the bombing may have a 
connection with a former vice mayor of 
Xingtai, exposed as corrupt by bureau 
head Li Huisheng and now serving 
prison time, the Beijing News report- 
ed Tuesday. 

Liu Haiyun, Li’s wife, sustained se- 
vere injury to her eyes and had to have 
one of her legs amputated after the 
blast. The bomb blew a huge hole into 
the floor of their home, shattering all 
their windows and crushing the metal 
doors of neighboring apartments. 

Witnesses said the suspected bomb- 
er, who wore a black t-shirt, emerged 


from a taxi outside the apartment 
building, set the bomb in front of Li’s 
door and then fled the scene. Later, 
when Liu opened the door to walk 
downstairs and buy breakfast, the 
bomb exploded. Li and the couple’s 
child were saved by the thick walls 
that separated the bedroom from the 
rest of the apartment. 

Police have launched a major in- 
vestigation, offering a reward of 
50,000 yuan to anyone who offers 
crucial clues. 

For now, some law enforcers say a 
key suspect is the former vice mayor. 
In 2002, Li cracked a case in which 
local officials from the land resource 
bureau received 20 million yuan in 
bribes from the traffic bureau for the 
rights to use of some land, a matter 
involving the vice mayor, who was 
later arrested and incarcerated. 


Courtyard Sales Disappointing 


By Chen Si 

The opening of sales of many 
siheyuan , or traditional court- 
yard homes, in Beijing received 
a lot of publicity this spring, but 
sales since have proven disap- 
pointing and only six percent of 
the available homes have been 
bought, Beijing Youth Daily re- 
ported Tuesday. High prices were 
likely to blame, the article said. 

Siheyuan homes, squarish 
compounds built around central 
yards, are a distinct form of lo- 
cal architecture that dates back 
centuries to Beijing’s founding 
as the national capital. Many 
have been torn down, however, 
to make way for tall, modern 
buildings and roads, and today 
there are only 3,000 courtyard 
homes left in the city, 658 of 
which have been put under lo- 
cal government protection. 

The Beijing government re- 
leased a new policy in April 
allowing anyone with enough 
money to purchase a siheyuan, 
a privilege previously restricted 
to native Beijingers only. That 
means any person, enterprise or 
organization, be they Chinese 
or foreign, can buy a courtyard 
home and enjoy preferential tax 
policies as an incentive to pro- 
tect the historic structures. 


Jing Yunjiao, general man- 
ager of the Wandecheng Real 
Estate Agency Company, told 
Beijing Youth Daily that his 
company had sold 30 siheyu- 
an since April and another 
200 clients were planning to 
make purchases. 

But figures from several ma- 
jor local real estate companies in- 
dicate that only six percent of the 
siheyuan up for sale have found 
new owners. Most point the fin- 
ger for the slow sales at very high 
prices, which average between 
7,000 yuan and 10,000 yuan per 
square meter, some of the high- 
est property prices in the city. 

One new courtyard owner, 
who would not give his name, 
said he thought siheyuan should 
be expensive, as they were rare 
places that preserved the feel of 
old Beijing and tended to have 
prime locations. 

Others, however, have com- 
plained that many siheyuan are 
in poor states of repair, mean- 
ing lots of money would have 
to be spent on reconstruction 
and refurbishing on top of the al- 
ready high purchase prices. And 
many potential buyers have been 
turned away by the risks that 
unprotected courtyards could be 
razed at any time. 


Flying First Aid Still on the Ground 


By Jiang Yongzhu 

The roof of the Beijing Friend- 
ship Hospital’s new building has 
been topped with a helicopter 
landing pad, though such emer- 
gency aircraft have yet to start 
plying the capital’s skies. 

The reinforced concrete pad, 
which stands next to an ele- 
vator door providing rapid ac- 
cess to the hospital’s emergency 
room, opened on Monday. 

However, an employee of lo- 
cal health care provider the 
Beijing First Aid Center (FAC) 
said that no specialized emer- 
gency helicopters were in use in 
Beijing, mostly because no suit- 
able aircraft had been found. 
FAC had talked with the China 
Civil Aviation Administration 
(CAAC) to seek a proper type 
of helicopter for the service, but 
the two sides had yet to reach 
an agreement, the source said. 

Airborne emergency service 
has already begun in Shang- 
hai and Shenzhen, where the 
average cost of such a flight is 
30,000 yuan. 

But getting the service off 
the ground in Beijing will be 


more complicated, in no small 
part because of the city’s com- 
plex flight regulations. Nearly 
the entire area within the Third 
Ring Road is a no-flight zone 
and airborne traffic needs per- 
mission from China’s Central 
Army Headquarters to enter 
the area, a CAAC official said. 

Further impediments to the 
launch of services are a lack 
of medical personnel qualified 
and trained to administer air- 
borne care and the extremely 
high prices of flights, daunt- 
ing to both potential clients 
and hospitals. 

Yet many hospitals remain 
optimistic that airborne emer- 
gency service is the wave of the 
future. Besides Beijing Friend- 
ship Hospital, the Beijing Si- 
no-Japan Friendship Hospital 
and Third Hospital attached 
to Peking University have also 
received permission to build 
landing pads. 

Zhu Zonghan, head of the 
Beijing Public Health Bureau, 
has promised helicopter emer- 
gency services would start be- 
fore 2008. 



Beijing Friendship Hospital’s new, empty helicopter pad 

Photo by Wang Zhenlong 


Pitching Patient Purity 


By Zhou Ying 

Creating a website advocat- 
ing young people abstain from 
sex until they are married has 
made 19-year-old Zhao Liping, 
a student at the Central Uni- 
versity of Finance and Eco- 
nomics, a figure of widespread 
public attention. 

But not everyone is con- 
vinced her website is a good 
idea, and some users have even 
speculated personal informa- 
tion may have been taken from 
the site and used by a company 
for unknown purposes. 

Zhao and three of her friends 
set up the “Virginal Bloom” 
website (www.tdxy.net) on Au- 
gust 1. They received help 
from Yi Hongtai, a relative of 
Zhao’s and manager of a real 
estate agency based in Nanjing, 
Jiangsu Province. The “Virgin- 
al Bloom” website links direct- 
ly to the agency’s homepage. 

In an interview with Beijing 
Youth Daily last week, Zhao ex- 
plained that she decided to set 
up the website after witness- 
ing the suffering of some female 


classmates as a result of engag- 
ing in pre-marital sex. “I just 
wanted to set up a platform to 
support girls and tell them to 
protect themselves,” she said. 

Just over 20 people have 
signed up on the website in 
support of the abstinence cam- 
paign, Zhao said. “How could it 
be a mistake to make a pledge 
of abstinence before marriage?” 
she asked. 

Yet the web site has drawn 
criticism for originally requir- 
ing participants to provide their 
bust, waist and hip measure- 
ments. Some users have spec- 
ulated in online discussions 
that their personal information 
may have been downloaded and 
used for less-than virtuous pur- 
poses by Yi’s company. 

“I never really paid atten- 
tion to that requirement be- 
cause I had to focus on my 
studies. I am sure that Mr. 
Yi had only good intentions 
when he helped us set up the 
website,” she said, noting the 
measurement section had been 
removed. 
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By Zhou Ying 

A s the Athens 

Olympics moves 
towards the closing 
ceremony, China 
stands proudly in 
second place in the medals 
table, with 24 gold medals, 16 
silver and 12 bronze till 7 pm 
this Thursday But perhaps it’s 
a sigh of relief rather than cries 
of joy that will come from the 
successful Chinese athletes. 

Liu Guoliang, the former 
main man in the Chinese ping- 
pong team, once complained in 
a CCTV program that it was 
quite hard to be an athlete in 
China. “We really felt ashamed 
if we could not win gold in 
the Olympic Games,” he said. 

But it’s an attitude that the 
authorities in China seem happy 
to cultivate. The current policy, 
known ironically as “The Whole 
Nation System”, focuses 
attention on the gifted elite 
among China’s athletic hopefuls 
and sets gold as the sole 
target for all participants, 
including athletes, coaches and 
government officials. 

The Whole Nation System 
is intended to harness China’s 
sporting resources in a practical 
way in order to achieve success 
at the highest level. Some 
people believe that this system 
is the only effective way at 
the moment to enhance the 
development of sports in China, 
even if it might hinder future 
development. 

Some hold that the real 
charm of the sports exists in 
the process of competition, that 
the spirit and magnanimity of 
the participants in the games 
are more important than the 
garlands and applause behind 
the medals. Should the Whole 
Nation System be changed? 



Li Ting and Sun Tiantian won a golden 
medal in women’s tennis for the first time , 
hut there is a long way to go for China to 
popularize tennis. 




All About Winning? 


Kong Qingpeng, deputy general 
secretary of the Chinese 
Olympic Delegation 

I think the essential element 
of sporting competition is a 
country’s economic strength. As 
a developing country, it is 
impossible for China to spend 
large amounts of money in 
developing sports. Therefore, our 
areas of strength should get 
priority, such as ping-pong, 



Sports equipment for the public is 
poor in many communities 
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gymnastics, and swimming. That 
requires positive participation 
and support from local 
governments. 

To improve the level of our 
sports, we should make perfect 
preparations. Every step should 
be successful, from selecting the 
athletes to giving them years of 
training. The Olympic Games is 
a matter concerning the glory of 
nation, so we should try our best 


to fulfill this task. 

The reason why we 
succeeded in the Athens 
Olympics was that the work 
between the General 
Administration of Sports and 
the local related departments 
was clearly divided. We had a 
wonderful cooperation. So the 
result of this Olympics can prove 
that our system is effective. 
Huang Yubin, Head Coach of 
the Chinese Gymnastics Team 

In order to maintain the 


Are China’s SOls Being lootedP 


By Sun Yongjian/ Dong Nan 

E arlier this month, Lang 
Xianping, a professor 
from Chinese University 
of Hong Kong accused Gu Chu- 
jun, the president of Greencool 
group, a large domestic refriger- 
ator company, of organizing an 
underhand management buy- 
out (MBO), in order to get his 
hands on state-owned assets. Gu 
immediately rejected the charge 
and filed a lawsuit against Lang 
last Monday, accusing him of 
slander. 

An MBO is when the staff of 
a listed company purchase the 
company’s assets and thereby be- 
come its owners. Lang argues 
that in China it is now being 
widely abused, and that people 
are using it to exploit state- 
owned assets. 

“The biggest problem con- 
fronted by state-owned enterpris- 
es at present in China is the 
shortage of trustworthy profes- 
sional managers,” said Lang . 
“China doesn’t yet have a correct 
understanding of the essence of 
an MBO,” he added. 

This month, Lang has issued 
a series of criticisms of big state- 
owned enterprises such as Hai- 
er, TCL and Kelong. He asserted 
that their state-appointed man- 
agers are taking possession of 
these firms through unauthor- 
ized expansion of personal stock 
ownership. 

Zhen Shiyu, an economics jour- 
nalist with Beijing Star Daily 

The MBO system was 
launched by the Chinese author- 
ities from the end of 2002. It 
allows the state-owned assets 
of a listed company to be pur- 
chased by the internal manage- 
ment staff. 

Many researchers and entre- 
preneurs were optimistic about 
MBOs, because they believed it 
could be a new channel for pri- 
vate capital to participate in the 
reform of state-owned enterpris- 
es, and that it could energize the 
economy. 

But just half a year later, 
by March 2003, the China 
Ministry of Finance (CMOF) 
announced a temporary sus- 
pension of MBOs in China, 
because a huge amount of state- 
owned assets had been carved 
up and taken over by some pur- 
chasers’ speculative activities. 


MBOs immediately became no- 
torious. 

Lang Xianping, professor of 
finance from Chinese Univer- 
sity of Hong Kong 

It has become common for 
state-owned assets to be lost 
since the implementation of the 
MBO system. We should be on 
our guard against the “legal” ex- 
ploiting of state-owned assets by 
entrepreneurs and the leaders 
of some state-owned enterpris- 
es. It’s similar to the privati- 
zation process of Russia more 
than ten years ago. 

Although the China Ministry 
of Finance (CMOF) announced 
a suspension of MBOs in March 
last year, underground MBOs 
have been carried out in some do- 
mestic enterprises such as Gre- 
encool, as well as TCL group and 
Haier as well. In these cases, 
state assets have been “turned” 
into private property. 

Gu Chujun, the president of 
Greencool, has purchased four 
state-owned enterprises includ- 
ing Kelong, Meiling, Asia Star 
Bus and ST Xiangzhou with a 
claimed investment of 4.1 billion 
yuan, but only 300 million yuan 
was invested in fact. 

At first, Gu always offered a 
lower purchasing price on the 
basis that the enterprises were 
making great losses. But this 
was partly engineered by Gu, 
who deliberately increased the 
daily running expenses of the 
enterprises. 

For example, the running costs 
of Greencool were only 10 per- 
cent of its turnover before Gu ar- 
rived, but the figure increased 
to 20 percent after Gu became 
chairman Under these circum- 
stances, of course huge losses 
were unavoidable. 

Gu was always able to become 
chairman of a company before 
purchasing it. For instance, he 
became chairman of Kelong in 
November 2001 and had taken 
over the company by May 2002. 
It was the same with his pur- 
chase of Meiling, Asia Star and 
St Xiangzhou. 

As for Haier Group, the visible 
and invisible assets in the com- 
pany held by the staff amount to 
65 billion yuan, while the compa- 
ny’s global sales income in 2003 
was only 80.6 billion yuan. Isn’t 
this an indirect MBO? 



Lang Xianping Photo by Photocome 



Gu Chujun 

Zhang Junkuo, president of 
the Market Economy Research 
Institute of the Development 
and Research Center of the 
State Council 

The MBO system has a prom- 
ising future in China. It offers 
many advantages for state-owned 
enterprises, because the interior 
managements have a deeper un- 
derstanding than outside inves- 
tors about how the enterprise 
works. Meanwhile, by means of 
MBO, the enthusiasm of the staff 
can be increased. 

But at present, we can’t deny 
that the positive effect of MBOs 
is being constrained because it is 
too easy for state-owned assets to 
be carved up by the inner man- 
agement, due to the lack of legal 
supervision and regulation. 

It should be stressed that the 
MBO system launched in China 
is quite different from that in 
some western countries, where 
what is purchased by the interior 
management is generally not the 
state-owned assets but the com- 
panies’ listed assets; bank loans 
and the companies’ profits are 
generally beyond the reach of 
private buyers. 

As an effective and widely- 
used means of reorganization, 


MBOs should not be simply ex- 
cluded or forbidden. According to 
the current policy, state shares of 
SMEs could still be purchased by 
domestic or overseas investors. 
If the interior management is 
able to offer more reliable meth- 
ods in improving performance af- 
ter reorganization and can offer 
a higher purchasing price, why 
should they not be qualified to 
buy? So the key is establish an 
effective supervision system, so 
as to ensure fairness and trans- 
parency of the MBO process and 
to create a level playing field for 
both insiders and outsiders. 

Gu Chujun 

Lang should retract the accu- 
sations he has made on websites 
such as sina.com, the website 
of the Eastern Morning Post as 
well as the website of Hong Kong 
Business News. Otherwise, every 
measure necessary, including le- 
gal ones, will be used to protect 
my name. 

Response from Haier 

Lang’s accusation is based on 
the idea that Haier is a state- 
owned enterprise, but that actu- 
ally isn’t the case. Haier hasn’t 
committed any activities that vi- 
olate the law. 

Li Ye, columnist of 
Securities Times 

We have to be cautious about 
the academic speculation as 
Lang’s argument has exceeded its 
academic scope and entered the 
market realm, causing harm to 
the enterprises he has mentioned. 
Lang’s behavior is intemperate 
and can’t be regarded as respon- 
sible towards the enterprises. 
Deng Yuwen, sina.com netizen 

Although some of what Lang 
says sounds too emotional, he 
has reminded us of some serious 
matters which we should not ne- 
glect. The loss of state-owned 
assets during the process of eco- 
nomic reform is very serious. 
The managers have acquired the 
largest profits during MBOs, but 
the staff and investors have suf- 
fered due to the unfair distribu- 
tion of assets. 

Who can supervise the man- 
agements during the reform? In 
my opinion, the media and econ- 
omists play a key role because 
they are able to dig up problems 
during the very complicated cap- 
ital operation process. Professor 
Lang is an example of this. 


dominant role of the Chinese 
Gymnastics Team in the 2008 
Olympics, we should keep up 
The Whole Nation System, 
because gymnastics is a kind 
of sport which is hard to 
popularize among the public. 
Therefore I think only The 
Whole Nation System can 
ensure that the few people 
with real ability in the field 
of gymnastics can fully exert 
their potential. 

The long-term system is 
in accordance with the 
development of the Chinese 
economy and politics. I think 
we should continue to make 
full use of its advantages, 
paving the way for the 2008 
Beijing Olympics. 

Zhong Buingshu, 
vice-principal of Beijing Sport 
University 

The key to this matter is 
to set up a more scientific and 
humanistic system concerning 
the training of the athletes. 

In China, more than 90 
percent of the athletes began 
their sports career when they 
were youngsters. They have 
to spend most of their time 
training, so they have little 
time or energy to fulfill the 
rest of their education. In 
America, though, there are 
more than 360,000 athletes 
with university degrees. 

Moreover, such intense 
training increases the risk 
of injury. According to the 
General Administration of 
Sport, all the members of the 
Chinese badminton team have 
suffered injuries. In total, 42 of 
our athletes are suffering from 
83 different injuries. These 
injuries may cause them to tire 
of the training, and quit their 
sports career as soon as they 
attain certain achievements. 

Athletes in China are like 
falling stars. It is really a 
waste of resources. 

Li Liyan, member of the 
scientific research institute of 
the General Administration of 
Sport 

The government spares no 
efforts to develop the careers 
of top athletes, but by contrast, 
the development of mass 
sports is way behind. 

Our investigation showed 
that 46 percent of people who 
take exercise regularly were 
aged from 71 to 75 years old. 
Moreover, most people choose 
not to take exercise as long as 
they are in healthy condition. 


There are more then 61,000 
gymnasiums in China. 
However, more than 40 percent 
of ordinary people choose to 
take exercise in the streets. 
Those gymnasiums are not 
being fully used by the public. 

Therefore, I think sport 
should be shifted from its 
current role as a special political 
tool towards entertainment for 
the public. 

Shu Guilin, freelance writer 

I have found that most 
gymnastics athletes look alike. 
Some coaches explained to me 
that it is because that they 
were selected according to one 
standard, such as the same 
age, bodily form and stature. 

Compared with all the great 
powers in gymnastics, only 
China adopts anything like 
the Whole Nation System. 
Taking the Japanese team for 
example, all the athletes were 
called together just before the 
Olympic Games started. They 
all do their own business 
during the rest of the time. 

I think our Whole Nation 
System can be a sword with two 
edges. The advantages of the 
system are that it can manage 
resources for a particular task; 
the disadvantage is that it may 
obliterate the personality of 
the athletes. They attach such 
importance to winning gold that 
they lack other skills for living. 

Most athletes in China will 
suffer psychological problems 
before major competitions. I 
think this must have 
something to do with our 
current system. How can they 
relax when shouldering such 
pressure to win the gold medal 
before departing? 

Ferry, Van de Pavert, a doctor 
from Holland 

About the Chinese Sports- 
system, whatever you do at 
the moment the Olympic 
results for China are 
fantastic. The Whole Nation 
System seems to work as 
far as practical results are 
concerned. 

So far China almost leads 
the world in results. The 
games in Greece are a good 
test before the next games 
in Beijing. In Greece, China 
can test how other countries 
operate. However, it should 
only be just to know how 
others work to compare and 
understand but not to apply 
as it only works for that 
particular country. 

I have visited the Beijing 
University of Physical 
Education and I have been 
very much impressed by the 
structure you already work 
with so far, so when China 
adds its cultural heritage in 
managing energies you get a 
truly Chinese sport culture. 

Sportsmen should also 
socially have sympathy 
towards other countries’ 
systems and respect the way 
they work very much, but 
stick to your own system, 
your own roots where the 
utmost results come from. The 
individual sportsman should 
enjoy the whole process from 
the beginning till the end. 
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By Dong Nan 

I t is no longer surprising 
to see expensive car brands 
such as BMW, Benz and 
Cadillac on Beijing’s streets. 
Swatch outlets and Haagen- 
Dazs ice cream shops are 
pulling in more and more 
clientele, while men in Hugo 
Boss suits and young women 
in Prada skirts are becoming 
common on Chinese city streets 
as well. 

Along with the development 
of the economy, more and more 
Chinese rich people are 
willing to spend their 
money on luxury items. 

Earlier this year, 

Jacques Franck Dossin, 
an analyst with the 
Goldman Sachs Group, 
claimed that China 
would be the world’s 
fastest growing luxury 
market over the next 
10 years, by the end of 
which it will have become the 
world’s second largest luxury 
market. He also said that last 
year the market for luxury 
items in China was worth 
around $2 billion, representing 
the fastest growth rate for this 
sector anywhere in the world. 
Foreign brands swarm into 
China 

On June 10, the first day of 
the 2004 Beijing International 
Automobile Exhibition, a 
Bentley Mulliner 728 costing 
9.88 million yuan, was sold 
to a Chinese man. Over the 
next six days at the exhibition, 
Bentley sold three more 
automobiles for similarly 
enormous prices. 

This sales triumph was not 
at all that surprising for Zheng 
Biao, president of Bentley, China. 
Since 2002 when it entered the 
Chinese market, 250 Bentley 
cars have been sold here, far 
more than initial expectations. 

At the exhibition in June, 
around 30 luxurious 
automobiles costing more than a 
million yuan each were sold. 


Not just cars, luxury goods 
companies from across the 
spectrum are piling into China. 
Haagen-Dazs will shortly open 
ten more stores in China, 
following the ten new branches 
it set up in 2003; Louis Vuitton 
opened four new branches in 
China this year and is to launch 
two to three each year in the 
future, and Cartier hopes to 
expand its number of outlets 
from three to 15 in the next 
three years. 

“In the future, to lose the 


market in China will be the 
same as losing the whole world,” 
said Song Weiqun, Chinese 
marketing manager of General 
Mills, the owner of Haagen- 
Dazs. He said that since 1996 
when Haagen-Dazs entered the 
Chinese market, its sales have 
kept a consistent growth rate of 
40%. 

China is not seen merely as 
a big market; foreign brands 
are equally eager to avail 
themselves of low labor costs 
here, setting up their own 
local joint ventures and 
manufacturing plants. 
Numerous expensive brands of 
shoes, clothing and furniture are 
made in China, for export as 
well as domestic consumption. 
BMW has begun assembling 
some of its latest models in 
China. Mercedes and Cadillac 
are preparing to do the same 
thing. 

On July 3, a yacht factory 
owned by Kingship Marine, a 
renowned Hong Kong yacht 
company, opened in Zhongshan, 
Guangdong Province. 

Though many Chinese people 




Bentley Mulliner 728 at the 2004 Beijing International Automobile Exhibi- 
tion 



Louis Vuitton’s new branch in Shanghai opened this June Photo by Photocome 



Chanel No. 5 is the favorite luxury 
item for many young women 


are not familiar with sailing, 
Roger Liang, the owner of the 
factory, predicted that in ten 
years there would be a large 
market in China for the kind of 
33-meter yachts that Kingship 
builds to order in Zhongshan. 
Middle class aspiration 

To Ms. Gao, who works 
for an advertising company 
in Shanghai, a “luxury item” 
means a white Ferragamo bag, 
with a price of 5,700 yuan. 
Before she made up her mind to 
buy it, she had to save up for 
months. 

“I graduated from college last 
year, and my salary is less than 
4,000 yuan a month. For the 


bag, I did not buy any clothes 
for two months, and ate the 
cheapest food as lunch every 
day,” she said. 

But Gao thought it was 
worthwhile anyway. “In large 
companies like ours, people pay 
a lot of attention to brands and 
your tastes, especially women 
from Hong Kong. They notice 
the brands of your bag and your 
shoes even before they know 
your name. Besides, compared 
with expensive and fashionable 
suits, a nice bag will last a 
long time. I think it is a good 
bargain.” 

“I do not know what could 
be called luxury items,”’ Viviane 
Wu, a Beijinger who works in 
a French company, with wages 
of 5,000 to 6,000 yuan a month, 
told Beijing Today. “If I mention 
things such as a Bentley, of 
course I could not afford that. 
The most luxurious thing I 
buy frequently is Chanel No. 5. 

I have a special feeling for 
perfumes; they make me feel 
comfortable and confident.” 

Sun Zhe, a columnist for 
Fashion magazine, feels many 
women who buy luxury products 
mainly wish to show others that 
they are rich. Of course, many 
men have the same complex. 

Economist Yue Zheng from 
the accounting firm Price 
Waterhouse Coopers, pointed 
out that in China, most luxury 


product consumers are people 
who are younger than 40 years 
old, and they mainly focus 
on things such as perfumes, 
clothes or watches. But in 
developed Western countries, 
“luxury items” means houses, 
fancy cars and travel, and 
consumers who can afford these 
things are mainly from 40 to 70 
years old. 

“This shows the different 
living styles in different cultures, 
and shows that Chinese people 
are not as rich,” he said. He 
also said he thought that Chinese 
luxury consumers are not so 
mature and were inclined to 
follow fashion and purchase 
name brands blindly. 

According to Yang Qingshan, 
president of the Chinese Name 
Brands Association, people of 
the “middle class”, with income 
from 75,000 to 100,000 yuan 
every year, were the most 
promising group of consumers, 
even if their focus is on the 
relatively affordable luxury 
items. According to the 
estimates of BNP Paribas 
Peregrine, a France-based 
consulting group, the numbers 
of this group of people will be 
100 million by the year 2010. 

Ill gotten gains? 

In recent years, news stories 
have continuously emerged 
about people mentioned in the 
various rich lists having been 


involved in dubious practises. 
The list includes many 
renowned rich people, such as 
Lai Changxing, Li Shen, Guo 
Hongqi, Tan Minglin and Yang 
Xiuzhu, who have been caught 
up in allegations of smuggling, 
bribery, tax evasion and 
financial crimes. 

“The sources of many rich 
people’s fortunes in China are 
doubtful,” said Zhao Xiao, an 
economist at Beijing University 
in one of his articles published 
in International Herald Leader. 
“Many spend their money on 
luxury items just to show off, 
and that is sure to sharpen the 
conflict between poor and rich 
people.” 

This year, many experts have 
suggested the country should 
levy taxes on luxury goods. 

“Not only luxury 
commodities, but 
entertainments such as golf, 
bowling and saunas should be 
taxed as well,” said Zhu Qing, 
Dean of the Finance and 
Economics College of Renmin 
University to Beijing News 
earlier this month. 

However, according to Gao 
Peiyong, vice president of the 
Finance and Economics 
Institute of the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences, it 
is impossible for the Chinese 
government to levy luxury 
consumption tax this year. 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. ^ 

♦ From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". ^ 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 } 

Take bus : No . 9 1 6at DongZhimen 
Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take bus no. 811 or Te 6 and get off at Renming Daxue stop. 
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Fake Cancer 

“Cure" 

Exposed 


By Wang Fang 

A hospital in Beijing sell- 
ing a herbal concoction 
purporting to offer a cure 
for cancer was exposed 
by an investigation team 
from CCTV this week. 

Adverts for the “Wu Hu (Five Ti- 
gers) Decoction for Cancer” had been 
published for months in local media 
around China by Beijing Qiankun 
Hospital and had attracted the at- 
tention of the State Administration 
for Industry and Commerce which be- 
gan a crackdown on adverts for pho- 
ny remedies in June. 

Diagnosis without seeing 
the patients 

A member of staff from Beijing 
Qiankun Hospital told CCTV it did 
not matter whether the cancer patients 
came to see the doctor or not. As long 
as they can bring some diagnosis from 
another hospital, they can take get the 
Wu Hu Decoction for Cancer. The pa- 
tients can even fax their information 
to the hospital and get the medicine in 
the mail. 

In the dispensary, there were boxes 
of the treatment ready to be sent out to 
Jiangsu, Guangxi 
and other prov- 
inces. A member 
from the investiga- 
tion team borrowed 
a medical record 
from an esophagus 
cancer patient and 
went to see Doctor 
Wang, one of the 
so-called inventors 
of the decoction, 
according to the 
advert, for a 
diagnosis. The doc- 
tor quickly looked 
through the record 
and then started 
to write a prescrip- 
tion. In the next 
room, another “inventor” of the decoc- 
tion, Doctor Zhang, was dealing with an 
ovarian cancer patient. 

Mr. Chen, who claimed that he used 
to work in Beijing Qiankun Hospital, 
told Beijing Youth Daily , “Most doctors in 
the hospital do not have any certificates 
and are not registered with relevant de- 
partments. They’re just concerned with 
selling the medication to patients.” 
Interviewing the “dead” patients 
Mr. Cui and his wife are from Tianjin 
and are both cancer patients. After 
reading the advert for Wu Hu Decoc- 
tion for Cancer, they bought a package 
of it from the affiliated hospital of 
Beijing Qiankun Hospital in Tianjin. A 
later medical check found no improve- 
ment in their condition; moreover, Cui’s 
wife felt worse than before. 

Mr. Li from Jixian County in Tianjin 
went to Beijing Qiankun Hospital with 
his wife and bought the decoction for 
a period of treatment, hoping that he 
could recover as the advert suggested. 
Since he and his family trusted the 
medicine, he stopped the other treat- 
ments he had been taking. However, 
now Mr. Li is gravely ill and has to rely 
on morphine to ease the pain. 

The investigation team also went to 
Hebei, Tianjin and Heilongjiang to in- 
terview some of the patients mentioned 
in the advert brochure distributed by 
Beijing Qiankun Hospital. The advert 
says these patients all recovered after 
taking the medicine. 

A lady named Zhang Qingyun from 
Nangang District of Harbin is in the 
brochure. It says that she had breast 
cancer and then the cancer moved to 
her lymphatic system and lungs. How- 
ever, after taking Wu Hu Decoction for 
Cancers for less than a half period of 
treatment, the tumor became smaller 
and after three periods of treatment, it 
disappeared completely. With the help 
of the police in Nangang District, the 
investigation team found two women 
named Zhang Qingyun matching the 
details of the woman in the advert. It 
turned out neither of them had ever 
taken the Wu Hu Decoction. 

Jinan Tongji Hospital is the affili- 
ated hospital of Beijing Qiankun Hos- 


pital mentioned in the brochure. The 
photo of a cancer patient, Sun Fuyu- 
an, who was also described as having 
recovered after taking Wu Hu Decoc- 
tion for Cancer, was displayed on the 
wall of the hospital. According to one of 
the doctors, Sun Fuyuan had esopha- 
gus cancer but recovered by taking the 
treatment. The doctor added that Sun 
Fuyuan still came to the hospital once 
a month from Zhangjiakou in Hebei 
Province to buy the decoction. The in- 
vestigation in Zhangjiakou, however, 
found that Sun Fuyuan had already 
passed away two months earlier. Zhang 
Guilan, vice director of the residents’ 
committee to which Sun Fuyuan be- 
longed, said Sun’s wife once told her 
that a hospital selling pharmaceuticals 
had invited them to visit Beijing for 
free. 

Fake advert approval number 

The investigation team found out 
that Beijing Qiankun Hospital has af- 
filiated hospitals in Tianjin, Zheng- 
zhou, Jinan, Guangzhou and Nanjing. 
Some adverts published by these hos- 
pitals do not have the required advert 
approval number. Some have the ap- 
proval number 158. However, accord- 
ing to Wang Qingjiang, chief of the 
advert section of Fengtai Bureau of 
the Beijing Administration for Industry 
and Commerce, this approval number 
was not issued to Beijing Qiankun Hos- 
pital but another clinic in Beijing and 
the corresponding document showed in 
the advert was fake. 

Wang Peizhang, chief of the super- 
vision section of the advert watch and 
control department of the State Ad- 
ministration for Industry and Com- 
merce, said that the advert from Beijing 
Qiankun Hospital breached the law in 
various aspects. First, the law stipu- 
lates that it is prohibited to publish 
adverts relating to cancer treatments. 
Second, the pharmaceuticals in this 
advert had not been checked and ap- 
proved by the drug supervision depart- 
ment. Third, the advert is contrary to 
the provision of the present medical 
advert management regulation in that 
it uses the images of doctors, patients 
and experts. Finally, the advert exag- 
gerates the effects of the decoction. 

A single medication cannot cure 
cancer 

Chinese herbs can sometimes re- 
duce the recurrence of cancers and the 
size of the tumor to a certain degree, ac- 
cording to doctor Lin Hongsheng, chief 
of the tumor section of Guang’anmen 
Hospital, the affiliated hospital of the 
China Academy of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine. However, according to clin- 
ical and experimental observation, it 
cannot be said that a single medication 
or method of treatment can cure can- 
cer. 

But if the materials in the decoction 
sold by the hospital are fake, it could 
harm the health of patients. Mr. Chen, 
who worked in Beijing Qiankun Hospi- 
tal, also revealed that the herbs for pre- 
paring Wu Hu Decoction for Cancer were 
either fake or inferior ones. “These herbs 
were bought from an illegal pharmaceu- 
tical businessman in Anguo, Hebei Prov- 
ince,” he said. He also said the herbs 
were processed again in the hospital. For 
example, the hospital would add certain 
cheap ingredients to save cost. However, 
the staff of the hospital said they bought 
the materials from the same company 
as the well-known Chinese herbal store 
Tongrentang. 

Stop this illegal advert 

The State Administration for Indus- 
try and Commerce has issued a notice 
saying it will investigate the advert for 
Wu Hu Decoction for Cancer in Beijing, 
Tianjin, Henan, Hainan and the other 
provinces it has been sold in. It also 
ordered the local media to stop pub- 
lishing and broadcasting the advert. 
The advert agency and the media may 
also face investigation and punishment 
from the local administrations for in- 
dustry and commerce. 

Cheng Guangliang, the director of 
Beijing Qiankun Hospital, confessed to 
CCTV, “The effects of the advert were 
exaggerated.” 

( Source : CCTV) 


“Most doctors 
in the hospital 
do not have any 
comficatos and 
are not registered 
with relevant 
departments. 
They’re just 
concerned with 
selling the 
medication to 
patients.” 



Tools of the drug production line 


Stay Off 
the Special 



Zhu Huaping 

The Ketamine produced 
by Zhu Huaping and 
his friends was of 
astonishingly high 
purity. What surprised 
the police was that Zhu 
worked out how to 
produce it on his own. 



By Jiang Yongzhu 

A new crackdown on drugs 
was announced by the 
Ministry of Public Secu- 
rity last week, and this 
time it’s going to focus on the “club 
drugs” circulating at entertain- 
ment venues. The announcement 
may have been partly inspired by 
a drug bust in Jiangsu Province 
in June, where large quantities 
of the party drug Ketamine, also 
known as “Special K”, were found. 
It was the largest bust in China 
in two years, and the scale and 
audacity of the operation shocked 
the whole country. 

Over a hundred kilos 

Ketamine is an anesthetic that 
is perfectly legal for medical use. 
But it’s become popular around 
the world as a party drug because 
small quantities can have halluco- 
nogenic effects. Larger quantities 
can be lethal. 

According to the police in 
Jiangsu Province, drug producers 
have been caught before while try- 
ing to buy Ketamine from legal fac- 
tories producing it. This time, the 
suspects had set up their own pro- 
duction line to create huge quan- 
tities of the drug. The plant was 
in Tangdian village in Taizhou, 
Jiangsu, and as well as the vari- 
ous machines in the building, police 
found 113 kilograms of Ketamine. 
From June 20 to July 6, six sus- 
pects were arrested, including the 
leader, Zhu Huaping. 

Apt student 

The Ketamine produced by Zhu 
Huaping and his friends was of 
astonishingly high purity. What 
surprised the police was that Zhu 
worked out how to produce it on 
his own. How could someone who 
hadn’t even made it through mid- 
dle school grasp such complicated 
chemical technology? The police 
told CCTV that Zhu Huaping had 
revealed his methods in his con- 
fession. 

After Zhu made up his mind 
to produce Special K, he began 
to conduct experiments, but all 
of them were unsuccessful. So he 
went to the local library, hoping 
to learn chemistry by himself. In 
April this year, Zhu found an arti- 
cle that introduced the production 
of Ketamine. 

He then bought 150 kilograms 
of raw materials for production of 
the drug from a store in Xuzhou, 
Jiangsu Province. This was fairly 
easy, since there is no regulation of 
the trade of this raw material. Af- 
ter that, he began his experiments 
again, along with a friend who used 
to work in a chemical factory. 

In June this year, seven months 
after Zhu started his plan, he had 
finally found an effective way to 
produce Ketamine. Zhu was able 
to raise 200,000 yuan and he spent 
it all on more raw materials. The 
materials cost 1,600 yuan per ki- 
logram. After the machining pro- 
cess, the sale price would rise to 
55,000 yuan per kilo, 34 times the 
initial cost. When the drug reach- 
es the hands of the users, the 
price of one kilogram is as high as 


200,000 yuan, 125 times the origi- 
nal cost; so the potential value of 
Zhu’s Special K would be nearly 
25 million yuan. 

Stakeout begins 

The investigation of Zhu’s plant 
started after the Taizhou police re- 
ceived a tip off. A team was sent to 
Gaoting village where the suspect 
plant was, to search for evidence. 
“The suspects were very careful,” 
one of the policemen told CCTV. 
“They chose a good place to hide 
from attention.” 

The building was by a river and 
three sides of it were next to water. 
The other side was on a street that 
had very few people passing by. 
“Any strangers who hung around 
this place would soon arouse their 
attention,” said the policeman. All 
the windows of the plant were cov- 
ered with curtains. 

During the daytime, the police 
scouts pretended to be fishing, 
while at night they hid among the 
reeds. The police gradually figured 
out the production schedule, but 
the real breakthrough came when 
they managed to get their hands on 
some of the drug being produced. 
Sure enough, the analysis identi- 
fied it as Ketamine. 

Unfortunately, just as the po- 
lice were ready to move in, the 
suspects left the plant. Due to 
the terrible smell coming from 
the production line, the owner of 
the building ordered Zhu and his 
friends to move out. So they moved 
their equipment from Taizhou to 
Jiangyan. This time, the police 
scouts pretended to be learners 
from a local driving school, prac- 
ticing in the area. 

On June 20, five days the inves- 
tigation, police discovered that Zhu 
was to make a delivery of some of 
his products. It was time to move. 

When the police busted the 
plant, two of the machines were still 
in operation. Three suspects, Zhu 
Huaping, Sun Aihong and Zhang 
Zhenzu were caught at the plant. 
On June 21, another two suspects, 
Zhang Guoding and Zhui Jihua, 
were arrested when they came back 
from Wenzhou. On June 6, another 
member of the gang, Cai Wenzhu, 
was caught by police in Shenzhen. 
New wave 

According to the police, most of 
the Special K in China comes from 
Holland. Around 1999, the drug en- 
tered China through Japan, Hong 
Kong or Thailand to China’s coast- 
al cities, and then was transported 
elsewhere in the country. However, 
in recent years direct production 
and trade of Ketamine has become 
more common inside China. 

The Taizhou case was the big- 
gest drug bust since a case in 
Nanjing in 2002. The police said 
the scale of private drug production 
was getting larger. “How to tackle 
the new types of drug is a subject 
we have to face directly,” said a po- 
liceman in Taizhou. 

Until now, China doesn’t have 
any exact laws for what punish- 
ment should be given to the pro- 
ducers and dealers of the new type 
of drugs. (Source: CCTV) 
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don’t do a tattoo for just anyone. 
Some of the clients are not 
prepared for it,” he says. 

One year ago, a fashionable 
boy came to Yang’s studio. He 
asked for tattoos on his arms. 
Yang asked him how old he 
was. The boy was nearly 18. 
Yang asked him why he wanted 
the tattoo, and he answered 
that tattoos were cool. To the 
boy’s surprise, Yang did not then 
show him a range of designs and 
tell him about the price; instead 
Yang told him that a tattoo is 
alive, a pattern on your body 
to accompany you all your life. 
The boy still said he was eager 
to get one. Yang just said, “you 
are a teenager; you don’t know 
anything about the meaning 
and effect of a tattoo. I do not 
think your decision is sensible.” 
The boy left in a huff. 

Yang met the boy again 
several days later. He’d gone 
somewhere else to get the tattoo 
and he showed it to Yang. He 
said it was different from the 
one he imagined and the effect 
was poor. Yang examined it for 
him and found there was no 
room for modifying the pattern. 
The boy said he wished he’d 
taken Yang’s advice. 

Another time, a young lady 
came to Yang’s studio and said 
she wanted a tattoo of the word 
“Tong”. Yang asked her what 
the word meant to her, and she 
said it was the name of the son 
she had aborted. She and her 
boyfriend had loved each other 
deeply, and she was excited 
to give their son a name, 
meaning hope and brilliance. 

But after she had been pregnant 
for seven months, she found 
her boyfriend was involved with 
criminal gangs. She made up 
her mind to break up with 
him and abort the child. To 
remember her beloved son, she 
decided to tattoo his name on 
her chest. 

Yang was moved by her 
experience. However, he said 
that if in future she wanted 
to make a new start, the word 
would be an obstacle. But she 
wanted the tattoo in memory of 
her son and the good old days, 
and she insisted on tattooing 
the word. Yang thought about 
it carefully, then he designed a 
pattern of a broken heart with 
an arrow. The pattern’s shape 
was similar to the word. 


When Yang isn’t busy and 
has no clients, he browses for 
information on the Internet. 

One day, he read about a 
place in Tangshan looking for 
information on where and how 
to buy tattoo tools. As Yang 
already knew a lot about the 
various tools, he called them up 
and offered some advice and the 
benefit of his experience. He told 
them about how poor quality oil 
could harm the customers’ skin 
and destroy the effect of the 
tattoo. He advised them that the 
quality of the tools was the most 
important thing. You could buy 
cheap ones, but then you would 
lose the trust of your customers. 
Up from the underground? 

As others have also taken 
to opening tattoo studios, Yang 
has built up a good reputation 
in the field. He established 
China’s first nongovernmental 
tattoo association in 2002, to 
encourage his counterparts to 
join in and communicate about 
skills and trends. He also 
issued an illustrated book 
called The Lost Tattoo in 2001, 
set up China’s first tattoo 
website (www.wenshen.com) 
and became the first tattoo 
tool maker in China, whose 
tools are qualified to meet 
international standards. 

Though China’s society is 
opening up to the world, tattoos 
remain an underground 
enthusiasm. “In some overseas 
countries, tattoos play a vital 
part in the culture. It can 
reflect the improvement of 
people’s mental life; it can 
even accelerate the sale of 
paints and machines. But in 
our nation, it’s still hidden 
away. I build the website, issue 
the books and organize the 
association, aiming at drawing 
public attention, spreading 
correct ideas about tattoos 
and communicating with other 
artists. I have made my efforts 
in instructing society about 
accepting tattoos,” he says. 

Yang says that despite the 
increasing number of public 
tattoo activities, people still 
prefer to describe it as “body 
painting” rather than tattoos. 

It’s as if society still thinks 
tattoos are a sign of bad 
influences. Facing this kind of 
pressure, Yang realizes there’s 
still a lot to do to earn a good 
name for tattoo art in China. 


By Wang Yao 

M any of his friends were 
incredulous when Yang 
Peng gave up a good 
job working for the Beijing 
government to pursue his dream 
of being a tattoo artist. But 
despite the impression some 
may have of his art, Yang has 
built a new career for himself 
and is busily reshaping people’s 
attitudes. “I must be the pioneer, 
just like Cui Jian in rock 
music!” he says. 

New start 

Yang was born in an 
ordinary family in 
Heilongjiang. He majored in 
chemistry at Harbin University 
of Science, and found some 
part-time jobs while he was 
there. His ability as a 
coordinator and organizer 
enabled him to gain a job 
working for the municipal 
government in Beijing. It was 
quite a feather in the cap 
for the new graduate to find 
such a stable job, and most 
of his classmates envied his 
good fortune. Yang himself 
felt relaxed about his work. 

But before long he started 
to wish for something more 
challenging. 

On a business trip to 
America in 1998, Yang noticed 
that many people there had 
beautiful tattoos. The colors and 
exquisite patterns lit a fire in 
his heart. “In the Tang Dynasty, 
tattoos were popular in China,” 
he says. “They were black and 
blue, and distinguished social 
status and religion. But later, 
tattoos were criticized as a 
roguish culture. And in films 
today, the bad guys always 
have tattoos. In fact, tattoos are 
just a way of showing one’s 
mind and taste. It’s a kind of 
expression on skin.” 

Yang resigned as soon as he 
returned to China, determined 
to make a new start, and 
patiently learned the skills of 
tattooing. In order to put his 
new skills into practice, Yang’s 
brother-in-law agreed to be his 
first model. Yang admits it was 
probably the worst tattoo he’s 
ever done. 

He accumulated his skills 
and experience gradually. For 
a beginner without any 
background in art, it was a 
great challenge to his initial 
enthusiasm. Beyond the 


difficulty in skills, tools were 
another problem. They all had 
to be imported from abroad 
but Yang’s poor English made 
this difficult to organize. 
Fortunately, Yang had a former 
classmate who worked in 
Motorola who was able to help 
him write a letter to buy the 
machines he needed. 

Pressure from friends 

Overcoming his obstacles in 
skills and tools, another 
pressure was the bias among his 
friends and former classmates. 
Though they had open minds 
about many things, some had 
very negative opinions about 
tattoos. “Some of my friends 
wondered, since I had received 
higher education, why did I 
give up a decent job in the 
government? Why did I choose 
this indecent job instead? They 
considered it a risk. They even 
thought there was something 
wrong with my brain.” 

One day, Yang met one of 
his friends who had been out 
of touch for quite a long time. 
He was excited to know his 
friend was in Beijing, so he 
invited him to dinner. They 
had a good time at first, but 
when they talked about each 
other’s jobs, his friend showed 
surprise and disappointment 
on hearing about Yang 
becoming a tattoo artist. In 
his mind, there was something 
dirty and bad about it. His 
negative attitude was obvious 
from his tone and comments. 
“That hurt, and did shake my 
confidence in what I was doing 
for a while,” says Yang. 

Experiences like this 
sometimes made Yang confused. 
“Why do people have such 
strong discrimination against 
tattoos? Should I have given 
up my position in the 
government?” he asked himself. 
However, he loved what he was 
doing and he thought bravely 
that the art needed a genuine 
pioneer to improve the quality 
of Chinese tattoos, and also to 
prove to his friends and former 
classmates that he had made 
the right choice. 

Not about profit 

Over the last six years, Yang 
has done his best to build a 
positive image for tattoo art. 
Money is not his final goal. 

What he wants is a bright 
future for the art in China. “I 
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By Lu Yuan/ Peng Juan 

A n unusual cluster of 
ancient castles was 
discovered recently 
in the Qinhe River 
valley, Shanxi Prov- 
ince. The structures combine Chi- 
nese and western architectural 
styles and soldiers’ hideout cells 
joined by corridor-like paths. 

The structures were erected 
during the turbulent times of the 
late Ming (1368-1644) and early 
Qing (1644-1911) periods, the old- 
est dating back almost 400 years. 
The castles all have precise de- 
fensive systems, usually divided 
into three defense lines: village, 
city gate tower and fort. High 
towers were erected on each of 
the four corners of the city wall 
with small windows in the back 
wall controlling the four corners. 
The walls of the forts are usually 
six stories high and one meter 
thick, with grinders and millstones 
for processing grain, wells and 
barns inside, as 
well as defensive fa- 
cilities like stones, 
embrasures, tun- 
nels and gunpow- 
der magazines. 

Heshan Tower 
Known as “the 
double-city an- 
cient castle”, Hes- 
han Tower was 
built in a typical 
castle style comprising an inner 
and outer city. Fortified by nine 
gates and nine passes, the castle 
is an impregnable fortress. Made 
of black bricks, the 100-meter 
Heshan Tower could accommo- 
date several hundred people. In- 
side the tower are wells, stone 
grinders, millstones and zigzag- 
ging secret pathways leading 
directly to the outside of the cas- 
tle. With its abundant storage 
and complete facilities, the castle 
would not suffer from food short- 
ages even under a long siege. 

There are also 125 connected 
soldiers’ hideout cells for con- 
cealing weapons - an ingenious 
structural element for protection 
against an attacking enemy. 

Yu Tower 

Yu Tower, a seven-storey cas- 
tle in the town of Guoyu, stands 
across the river from Heshan 
Tower. Constructed after Hes- 
han Tower, Yu Tower is larger in 
scale and more practical in de- 
sign, with more living facilities 
such as cooking ranges and wid- 
er tunnels. 

Situated at the foot of the 
hill and surrounded by a small 
river, Guoyu Castle is located 
directly behind the city wall. 
The soldiers’ hideout cells be- 
hind the ancient city wall wit- 
nessed the disastrous times of 
war. Unlike other cells of this 
kind, these cavities were all con- 
nected by corridor-like paths, 
making them more flexible and 
practical in wartime. Outside 
the cells are holes used to keep 


watch and shoot at the enemy. 
Roomy, with narrow openings, 
the cells are easy to defend but 
difficult to attack. 

Diyi City 

Diyi city was constructed on 
a huge natural rock encircled on 
three sides by the Qinhe River. It 
was named after the Qinhe Riv- 
er, which was known as Yi Shui 
in the Ming and Qing dynasties. 

Referred to as the “honeycomb 
wall,” the city was famous for 
its unbreachable city wall, which 
was made of cyan bricks on the 
outside encasing a mixture of 
mortar and stone strips. Accord- 
ing to historians, there were more 
than 54 such castles in the Qin- 
he River Valley, most of which 
were constructed in the Ming 
and Qing dynasties. 

Douzhuang Village 

Known locally as “Little 
Beijing” and “the Lady City”, 
Douzhuang village is one of the 
earliest castles in the Qinhe Riv- 


er Valley, constructed by Zhang 
Wudian, a minister of revenue 
during the Ming Dynasty. It is 
an ancient castle with nine city 
gates and nine passes. Two years 
after its construction, when Dou- 
zhuang village was besieged by 
bandits, Zhang Wudian’s daugh- 
ter-in-law led the servants to de- 
fend the castle for three days, 
saving the village. The city there- 
fore earned its name as “the 
Lady City” after Zhang’s daugh- 
ter-in-law. In the following years, 
Tuncheng city, Shangzhuang vil- 
lage, Huangcheng city, Guoyu 
town and Diyi city were con- 
structed in succession as defenc- 
es against marauding bandits. 
Beating the bandits 

Shanxi Province occupies the 
mountainous region between Chi- 
na’s central plains and the north- 
ern desert. Its transport routes 
provided the Han Chinese of the 
central plains with a means to 
communicate with desert tribes 
living beyond the border. Trade 
links, dating from the first cen- 
tury BC, flourished during the 
Sui and Tang dynasties (581-907) 
and strong family loyalties among 
Shanxi people, coupled with their 
diligence, thriftiness and team- 
work, brought about a thriving 
merchant culture that endured 
for some 500 years until the late 
Ming Dynasty. Staying true to 
their roots, these merchants re- 
turned to their families with their 
wealth and built grand mansions. 

Meanwhile, for thousands of 
years, migratory northwestern 


nomads had invaded the central 
plains. As the main pass leading 
to the central plains (and a gath- 
ering place for merchants), the 
Qinhe River Valley became a fo- 
cus for the nomads and roving 
bandits, especially in the final 
years of the Ming Dynasty. Guoyu 
village itself was sacked on sev- 
eral occasions. 

Zhong Shaoyi, an expert from 
the Academy of Military Scienc- 
es, says, “In the time of turmoil 
of the Ming and Qing dynasties, 
these typical and well-conserved 
castles were built to ward off 
roving bandits and protect the 
local villagers. Shanxi Province 
was a relatively rich prefecture 
at that time where many noble 
families and court officials es- 
tablished their family properties. 
To protect their properties and 
maintain the safety and stabili- 
ty of the prefecture, such castles 
were constructed with collected 
money from both the local gov- 


ernment and the people.” 

Chrysalis of ancient military 
culture 

According to Zhong, the sol- 
diers’ hideout cell design was 
the most ingenious - unlike the 
tunnels of earlier dynasties. The 
cells were dug inside the city 
wall and each could hold about 
40 soldiers. Soldiers hid in the 
cells and could quickly emerge 
to the surface when the enemy 
struck. Thanks to these effective 
defences, roving bandits had lit- 
tle success in breaking into the 
ancient castles. 

Today, the black-brick ancient 
castles are still in superb condi- 
tion after some 400 years. Accord- 
ing to local experts, the walls were 
lined with bricks inside and out 
with rammed earth in between. 

Zhong, who has studied Chi- 
nese military architecture for 
many years, regards the defensive 
facilities as a milestone in Chi- 
nese ancient military culture: 

“The defense of the cities in 
Chinese history mainly depend- 
ed on high and solid city walls 
and other accessorial facilities, 
such as entrenchments in front 
of the city wall, soldiers’ cells 
on the inside, tunnels and vari- 
ous emplacements on the top of 
city wall. Ancient castles mainly 
withstood attacks with weapons 
that did not employ gun powder. 
With the advent of firearms, city 
walls became very vulnerable in 
the face of powerful shellfire, 
and ancient castles gradually de- 
clined. However, these ingenious 


Northern Castles 
Come to light 



Heshan Tower Photo provided by Lu Yuan 


structures are still the chrysalis 
of ancient military culture.” 
Masterpieces of Chinese archi- 
tectural aesthetics 

The ancient castles are not only 
original defense structures, but 
also masterpieces of Chinese ar- 
chitectural aesthetics. They are 
noteworthy for their harmony with 
nature, reaching the pinnacle of 
architecture and art in China. 

Based on the traditional ar- 
chitectural aesthetic principle, 
the buildings inside the castles 
are interconnected courtyards 
laid out like a chessboard. The 
buildings have more or less ab- 
sorbed the architectural styles 
of southern China, since their 
owners tended to be merchants 
or officials who once engaged in 
business there. 

The five-storied house, with 


a smooth and bright mirror-like 
surface in Xiangyu village, is by 
far the best-preserved multi-lev- 
el residence in northern China. 
Its outer cornices and pendant 
door and window columns are 
engraved with various designs 
symbolizing the Sun family ar- 
chitecture. The side rooms are 
one storey higher than the prin- 
cipal rooms, a typical western ar- 
chitectural style rarely seen in 
pre-Ming Dynasty China. Shang 
village, the former residence of 
Yan Xishan’s secretary - the pow- 
erful Shanxi warlord - is a rare 
harmonious combination of Chi- 
nese and western architectural 
styles in the Qinhe River Valley. 

Inside the castles, the court- 
yards and buildings are linked 
via crisscrossing tunnels or ar- 
cades like a network of lab- 


yrinths, reflecting the Chinese 
rational concept of defense and 
communications . 

According to architectural ex- 
perts, compared to the historic 
merchant compounds in Shanxi 
Province, the Qinhe River Valley 
castles better reflect the breadth 
of vision of the ancient merchants 
and officials, and bear witness 
to the unique history of the rich 
households in the valley. 

Compared to the tulou, or 
earth buildings, in Southeast 
China’s Fujian Province, which 
have already been listed as a 
world cultural heritage, the cas- 
tles are different in style but 
equally satisfactory in terms 
of architectural features: encir- 
cled castles with an open inte- 
rior, enhancing their military 
defensive functions. 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 
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3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 
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11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 
6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyilang Roast Duck: Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Daj ic,Chongwcn District 

2 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
Tel:67 12.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Fiesta unin t 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red; colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts; chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool,sour,sweet,crunchy and soft dishes. Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La,which means Spicy Thai Restaurant, verbally; 
and Very Good Smell,phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive. A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel: 65 9 1 .7726 Fax:6591 .7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

Mi lit: 8 -s§-3tES,M 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 — 2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 
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BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FLT L I IN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 OO kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 10)688433 88-7 18/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(lOO meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 
f L_L LU : (010)68 843 3 S S- V 1 8/620 ( I U 'ALiVf I M 
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New French Restaurant Now Op en! 
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Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
0pen:11:00-24:00 Daily 

Address: North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone:65Q8-91 OO 


ROLAND GARROS 

RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 
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By Jiang Haoshu 



Film Noir Classic 
Collection 

Five timeless suspense 
thrillers in one package: The 
Asphalt Jungle ; Gun Crazy ; 
Murder , My Sweet ; Out of the 
Past ; and The Set-up , bring 
back memories of such icon- 
ic names as Robert Ryan, 
Audry Totter, John Huston 
and Marilyn Monroe. With 
audio commentary for each 
film. DVD 5, English, French, 
Spanish with English and 
Chinese subtitles. 



At Dawn It’s Quiet Here... 

One of a series released 
by the Russian Film Coun- 
cil, this is a heart-wrenching 
drama about a detachment 
of young women, their com- 
mander, and their encounter 
with a group of armed-to- 
the-teeth Fascists in World 
War II. It was nominated 
for a Best Foreign Film Os- 
car in 1972. DVD 5, Rus- 
sian, English, Chinese with 
Russian, English and Chi- 
nese subtitles. 



Ancient Apocalypse 

A BBC-Learning Chan- 
nel co-production on the 
stories of how the best of 
man’s achievements were 
destroyed by the worst of 
nature’s forces, including: 
Death on the Nile , Mystery 
of the Minoans , The Maya 
Collapse , and Sodom and 
Gomorrah. DVD 5, English, 
Chinese and Cantonese lan- 
guage and subtitles. 
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By Jacqueline Yu 

F or many young dra- 
matists, Russian lit- 
erature remains an 
essential treasure trove in 
terms of interpreting ways 
to express new ideas on so- 
cial phenomena. 

An example of such an ap- 
proach is Raskolnikov , staged 
at the Mini Theatre of the Peo- 
ple’s Art Theatre last October. 
The play was adapted from 
Fyodor Dostoyevsky’s Crime 
and Punishment by Gu Lei, 
a graduate student of Beijing 
Institute of Technology, who 
wrote, directed and starred in 
the production. 

The play received mixed 
reviews, focusing mainly on 
whether such a young stu- 
dent had the ability to grasp 
the soul of this great piece. 
Some critics maintained that 
Gu did no more than copy a 
few characters and the set- 
ting, and used them to ex- 
press his personal thoughts 
and pain in an incomprehen- 
sible manner. 

Similar questions hang over 
The Fiancee (or The Bride), a 
play that is more inspired by 
than based on Anton Chek- 
hov’s last short story, Betrothed 
(1913), which was produced by 
a group of dramatists all born 
no earlier than 1980. 


In Chekhov’s original story, 
a young woman flees her home- 
town just before her wedding, 
with the desire to find a new 
life of opportunity. She ends up 
happily educating herself in Pe- 
tersburg, although her escape 
has disastrous consequences for 
her family. 

While scriptwriter An 
Ying’s story comes from the 
real life experience of a friend, 
also an 80s-born woman, it 
centers around the anxiety a 
young woman feels while she 
is preparing for her wedding 
in her fiance’s home. Accord- 
ing to producer Lao Xiang, the 
play tries to push the story 


forward using the same plain 
narrative as Chekhov’s work. 

To promote the drama, 
the producers use the slogan, 
“This drama will cure your 
marriage-fright.” Lao Xiang 
said that they hope to encour- 
age young lovers to go bravely 
into marriage, and a few VIP 
tickets have been set aside for 
newly married couples who 
bring their marriage certifi- 
cates with them. 

Where: Experimental 

Theatre, third floor People’s 
Art Theatre When: 7:30 pm, 
till September 5 (except Mon- 
day) Tickets: 80 yuan Tel: 
6526 3337 


Billboard Singles Top 5 


Title 

Lean Back 
Sunshine 
Goodies 
Slow Motion 
Turn Me On 


Artist 

Terror Squad 
Lil’ Flip Featuring Lea 
Ciara Featuring Petey Pablo 
Juvenile Featuring Soulja Slim 
Kevin Lyttle Featuring Spragga Benz 


Album 

True Story 
U Gotta Feel Me 
(CD-Single) 

Juve the Great 
Kevin Lyttle 



Official UK Singles Top 5 

Title Artist 

These Words Natasha Bedingfield 

Baby Cakes 3 Of A Kind 

Gun’s Don’t Kill People Rappers Do Goldie Lookin’ Chain 
Thunderbirds Busted 

Dry Your Eyes The Streets 


Album 

Unwritten 

(CD-Single) 

(CD-Single) 

A Present for Everyone 
A Grand don’t Come for Free 



For the second week in a row, 
Terror Squad’s Lean Back tops 
Billboard’s Hot 100. Despite the 
continued strong performance of 
the single, Terror Squad’s second 
album, True Story, tumbles 14-31 
on The Billboard 200. Rising 3-2 
on the Hot 100, Lil’ Flip’s Sun- 
shine featuring Lea is looking like 
a serious contender for the crown. 
It is also on the tail of Lean Back 
on Billboard’s Hot Rap Tracks tal- 
ly, where the track advances 3-2. 
Ciara’s Goodies featuring Petey 


Pablo makes a 6-3 Hot 100 jump 
this week, while former chart-top- 
per Slow Motion by Juvenile drops 
two slots to No. 4. After a two- 
week stint in the fourth slot, Kev- 
in Lyttle’s Turn Me On falls one 
spot to No. 5. 

On the UK Chart, Natasha 
Bedingfield, the 22-year-old sis- 
ter of British hitmaker Daniel 
Bedingfield, scored her first UK 
No. 1. as These Words debuted 
at the top. It is the first time 
in British chart history that a 


brother and sister have scored 
separate UK No. 1 singles; Dan- 
iel hit the top with Gotta Get 
Thru This in 2001, If You’re Not 
the One in 2002 and Never Gonna 
Leave Your Side last year. These 
Words is the follow-up to Na- 
tasha’s debut hit Single, which 
reached No. 3 in May. Last week’s 
best-selling single, 3 Of A Kind’s 
Baby Cakes, fell to No. 2, as 
Welsh hip-hop act Goldie Lookin’ 
Chain entered at No. 3 with Guns 
Don’t Kill People Rappers Do. 


WORLDWIDE 

Norway Searches for Stolen 
Masterpieces 

Police 
fielded a 
flood of tips 
but still 
had no 

leads Mon- 
day on the 
daring 
theft of 

Edvard 
Munch’s 
The 
Scream by armed robbers who 
barged into a lightly guarded 
Oslo museum and ripped it 
and another painting from the 
walls before the eyes of stunned 
visitors. 

Police, who launched a na- 
tionwide hunt for the works, 
said there had been no word 
from the thieves, who were 
widely expected to demand a 
ransom. The Scream, a 20th 
century icon of angst, is too 
well known for the thieves to 
try to sell, experts say. 

“It can only be with horror 
that you react to something like 
this,” deputy culture minister 
Yngve Slettholm said by tele- 
phone, also expressing shock 
over what he said was Nor- 
way’s first armed art theft. “We 
can only hope they end up back 
at the Munch Museum.” (AP) 

Norah Jones Adjusting to 
Fame 

Norah 
Jones 
says she’s 
finally ad- 
justing to 
all that 
fame and 
attention. 

Two years 
after her 
smash 
album 
Come Norah Jones 

A w a y ~ 

With Me made her a household 
name, Jones released Feels Like 
Home and waited for the new 
wave of hype. Her first album 
sold 18 million copes and netted 
eight Grammy Awards. Her lat- 
est has sold about five million 
copies. 

Everywhere she turned, it 
seemed, her face was on some 
magazine cover. “I’m starting to 
enjoy it finally,” the singer-mu- 
sician told the Baltimore Sun 
Friday. “In the beginning, it was 
freaky. I’m just a musician, you 
know, and all of a sudden I’m 
supposed to be this star.” 

Feels Like Home is “just a re- 
flection of me and the band. The 
recording is just a slice in time.” 
Jones said. “I’m anxious to move 
on. I’m only 25. I want to have 
fun and play good music.” (AP) 


Miami Braces for MTV 
Awards 

Miami 
braced for 
an inva- 
sion of 
glitz and 
glamour 
as ce- 

lebrities 
headed to 
the steamy 
US city for 
the annual 
MTV mu- 
sic video awards, where the 
likes of rapper Jay-Z and pal 
Beyonce Knowles will snag 
some coveted “Moonmen.” 

Stars at the August 29 bash 
include Alicia Keys, Sean “P. 
Diddy” Combs, Jennifer Lopez 
and Gwyneth Paltrow and oth- 
er entertainment world elite. 
Tickets to the show are sold 
out, but music fans can look 
forward to free outdoor con- 
certs or, if they’re lucky enough 
to score an invite or slip past 
the bouncers, some serious par- 
tying. 

A slew of lavish parties will 
rock hip South Beach, only 
a bridge - or a boat ride - 
away from the American Air- 
lines Arena where the main 
event will be staged and broad- 
cast to a worldwide audience. 

(AFP) 

Rory Culkin Up the Creek 

There 
has to be 
something 
in the 
Culkin 
blood that 
produces 
talented 
young ac- 
tors. First 
there was 
Macaulay 
{Home Alone), then Kieran {Ci- 
der House Rules). More re- 
cently, audiences have taken 
note of Rory, who first came to 
our attention in Kenneth Lo- 
nergan’s 2000 film debut, You 
Can Count on Me, in which he 
starred opposite Laura Linney 
and Mark Ruffalo. Next came 
M. Night Shyamalan’s Signs, 
in which he played Mel Gib- 
son’s son. 

Rory, at 15 the youngest 
of seven Culkin children, can 
now be seen in first-time fea- 
ture writer/director Jacob Aar- 
on Estes’ Mean Creek, which 
opened in limited release Fri- 
day. Rory stars as Sam, an 
11-year-old kid who is tired of 
being targeted by the school 
bully (Josh Peck) and with the 
help of his older brother (Trev- 
or Morgan) and some friends 
seeks payback. (Reuters) 



The Scream 
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Trolling for Top Talent 



The Golden Job Recruitment event was the first local fair for finding management -lev el talent. Photo by WangXiaoxi 


By Xie Lixue 

T he first Golden Job Re- 
cruitment event held last 
Friday at the Beijing Great 
Wall Sheraton was no typical 
hodge-podge, crammed, claustro- 
phobic employment fair. In keep- 
ing with its focus on high-level 
management positions, it was a 
classy affair, well designed and 
executed to allow prospective 
employees, employers and head- 
hunters to mix and mingle and 
try to find the right people for top 
jobs. More than 60 top compa- 
nies, including domestic IT firms 
Lenovo Group and Thunis Co., as 
well as foreign corporations like 
electronics firm JVC and insur- 
er AIA, took part and tried to fill 
over 600 positions. 

The elegance and orderliness 
of the Golden Job Recruitment 
fair was fitting since all the jobs 
on offer were senior positions 
with starting salaries of 80,000 
yuan a year and up and high 
requirements for education and 
work experience. The event pro- 
vided a forum for prospective 
managers to talk to recruiters 
and turn in resumes, with actual 
hiring to be done later - meaning 
its success was hard to judge. 
Are fairs fair? 

Last week’s event was very 
different from the over 30 job re- 
cruitment events held in Beijing 
in the first half of this year, which 
were aimed at lower-level posi- 


tions. Yet only eight percent of 
participants at those fairs actu- 
ally found employment, accord- 
ing to figures from Dongfang 
Huibo Human Resources Co, the 
employment agency that spon- 


sored the Golden Job Recruit- 
ment event. 

By putting all the power in 
the hand of recruiters, young hu- 
man resources department staff 
can have surprising power over 


the career prospects of even ex- 
perienced people looking for new 
jobs. “Some senior applicants 
have complained about how a 
young woman half their age was 
able to judge their careers,” said 


an article in China Youth Daily 
on Friday. 

Another obstacle to finding 
work at job fairs, for many ap- 
plicants, is the shallow emphasis 
on work experience. 

“It is very difficult to change 
fields nowadays,” the report 
said. “Companies strongly pre- 
fer people who have extensive 
experience in their fields. A 
holder of an MBA from Beijing 
University told us after work- 
ing in sales for years, he tried 
to shift to human resources but 
could not get hired, even with 
relevant certification.” 
Competition without conflict 

Surveys conducted by head- 
hunting and recruitment firms 
indicate that around 30 percent 
of companies hire new employees 
through job fairs, though only six 
percent look to fill top positions 
at such events. That leaves the 
management market wide open 
to headhunting agencies. 

“Therefore, there are many com- 
panies in the employment industry, 
but there is little conflict between 
them,” said Dongfang Huibo Gen- 
eral Manager Sun Dayuan. 

“Headhunters’ services are 
specialized and better suited to 
the needs of elite staff. Our ad- 
vantage, through an event like 
this, is that we can provide com- 
panies with access to a wide 
range of choices for filling top 
positions.” 


Translating Film into a Great lob 



Wang Jinxi at Bayi Film Studio’s audio mixing center Photo hy Xie Lixue 


By Xie Lixue 

Imagine getting to watch hot 
new releases like Shrek 2 and 
Spiderman 2 over and over and 
getting paid well for it. Such 
are the pleasurable conditions of 
working in the growing field of 
film translation. 

With China opening its the- 
aters to increasing numbers of 
foreign flicks, demand for com- 
petent subtitlists and translators 
is growing, but there are a few 
things prospective film interpret- 
ers should know before diving in. 
How it’s done 

Truly professional translat- 
ing of foreign movies into Chi- 
nese takes multiple viewings of 
the subject films. In taking one, 
translators must clearly under- 
stand the plot and the kind of 
language used by each charac- 
ter. Only then can the script be 
turned into colloquial Chinese, 
as the idea is to make the trans- 
lated version as culturally ap- 
propriate as the original. 

Further viewings are required 
to hone rough edges in the trans- 
lation, which then must be put 
through the arduous process of 
adjustment so that the spoken 
Chinese overdub will match the 
timing of the actors’ mouth move- 
ments. The process ends with a 
final viewing to make sure ev- 
erything comes out right. 


“This is really enjoyable work 
if you are a movie fan,” said 
Wang Jinxi, director of the mov- 
ie translation department at 
Bayi Film Studio. Wang is a 
10-year veteran of the field and 
has overseen the translation of 
more than 40 foreign films, in- 
cluding Forrest Gump and Sav- 
ing Private Ryan. 

“Generally speaking, one 
translator takes charge of each 
film and should finish it within 
seven days. As the domestic 
market has developed, though, 
some foreign blockbusters like 
The Matrix: Revolutions and The 
Day After Tomorrow have had 
simultaneous world releases, in- 
cluding in China, giving our 
translators a mere four days to 
get all the work done. That can 
make producing a quality trans- 
lation very challenging.” 

What it takes 

Like many other aspects of 
China, the field of movie trans- 
lation has undergone explosive 
development. In the 1950s and 
60s, translation was done by 
people with backgrounds in for- 
eign languages, Chinese litera- 
ture or film, and nearly every 


movie shown was revolutionary 
in theme. The same people were 
often hired to provide simultane- 
ous interpretation for high-pro- 
file foreign visitors. 

Today, Beijing is home to a 
specialized breed of translators 
that focus on film only. 

“Translating movies is very 
different from translating lit- 
erature or other books,” said 
Gu Tiejun, a teacher of movie 
translation at the International 
Communications College of the 


Beijing Broadcasting Institute. 
Gu is currently completing the 
Chinese version of King Arthur. 

“I used to translate litera- 
ture, but switched to movies a 
couple of years ago. While novels 
and stories require more empha- 
sis on nuances of language, mov- 
ies present their own challenges, 
such as sentences need to be 
synchronized with the actors’ ac- 
tual mouth movements and what 
they say needs to properly repre- 
sent their backgrounds and emo- 


tions,” he said. 

Wang explained that his 
course was meant not only to 
hone students’ English and Chi- 
nese language proficiency, but 
also to give them a solid foun- 
dation in domestic and foreign 
literature and culture and an un- 
derstanding of the whole process 
of movie production. 

At the same time, good trans- 
lators have to be able to write in 
a very accessible style, he said. 
“Movies are popular entertain- 
ment among all kinds of people, 
therefore the language must be 
very colloquial so it can be un- 
derstood by everyone.” 

Encouraging news for people 
who studied other fields but want 
to get into the translation rack- 
et is that specific degrees are not 
necessary. “One of our most expe- 
rienced translators, Liu Dayong, 
only holds a distance-learning 
degree, but has been successful 
thanks to his enthusiasm and 
translating talent. We also take 
into account translators’ per- 
sonalities. Cartoons tend to get 
assigned to playful, youthful 
translators, while war films go to 
more serious people.” 


Jobs 

An international medicare 
institution is looking for native 
English speakers to teach 
students in Hebei Province, 
Suzhou and Hangzhou. Ex- 
perience with teaching Eng- 
lish in college is preferred. 
Competitive salary will be 
offered to outstanding em- 
ployees. Send resume with 
the title “recruiter” to 
hymt _j ob@hymt . com. cn or 
fax to 8408 0185. Contact: 
Miss Zhang or Miss Fang, 
8408 0187 for details. 

Postdoctoral position is 
immediately available to 
study the signal transduc- 
tion pathways at molecular 
and cellular levels govern- 
ing growth and differentia- 
tion of oral epithelial and 
fibroblasts in the Human 
Craniofacial Genetics Sec- 
tion of National Institute 
of Dental and Craniofacial 
Research/NIH. The facility 
provides state-of-the-art 
equipment for genomic, pro- 
teomic, and imaging anal- 
yses. Candidates should 
have Ph.D. and/or M.D. de- 
gree with 1-3 years postdoc- 
toral experience. Applicant 
should be highly motivat- 
ed, with strong background 
in cell, molecular biology, 
genetics, and biochemistry 
preferred. The successful 
candidate will be offered 
a stipend commensurate 
with experience. U.S. Citi- 
zens and non-citizens are 
eligible. 

Applicants should send 
curriculum vitae, a brief 
statement of research inter- 
ests, and arrange to have 
three letters of recommen- 
dations sent to: 

Shyh-Ing Jang, Ph.D. 

Department of Health 
and Human Services Na- 
tional Institutes of Health 
National Institute of Den- 
tal and Craniofacial Re- 
search Human Craniofacial 
Genetics Section 10 Center 
Drive, Bldg. 10/Room 5N102 
Bethesda, MD 20892-1423 
USA 

E-mail:j angs@mail.nih.gov 

POSTDOCTORAL 
FELLOW/RESEARCH ASSO- 
CIATE (NIH funded) Devel- 
opmental Biology, Georgetown 
University, Washington, D.C. 
Specific aspects are transform- 
ing growth factor beta sig- 
naling gastrointestinal cancer 
and wound healing. 

Candidates should send 
a cover letter with curricu- 
lum vitae to: Lopa and Bib- 
huti Mishra, M.D. at e-mail: 
gutr es ear ch@y ahoo . com 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is released every Friday, is a new advertising special one for 
the real estate and relative industries. The English Edition is 
delivered with the newspaper so the media advantage is very 
obvious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the advertiser's requests for the more pertinence, 
let's the policy-makers read the relative contact directly and try 
to reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 1391041 9797 


r WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 


Were we do our job... So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 & jet. 3005/3006 



MWB (Hotels Investments) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

- University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca- 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
C wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 
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Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: | 

Beijing Zhong Bat\ 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 



Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yard architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 
* * Dart Commkerce Office 

1 .it is located between CBD center and Guo mao 

2 .favourable price : RJVfB 3 -4yuan/ squaremeter/day 
3. telephone number:65032597 or 64951817 
**Dart Commkerce Garden 
1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese- Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3 . 5yuan/ squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right). It is located 
in north-eastern corner of SiyuanBridge. 

LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$ 5 OO/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
T V, IDE) app 1 i anc e s . 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 

Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 

swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours:(17:30-l 8:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 1 0004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 

E-mail : sthotel@w. com . cn 

City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3A,Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District,Beijing, China 
Transportation: conveniently closetoChaoyangRoad, Jingtong 

Express Way.and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services I Receptionist(Lobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning, Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22ooper month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices: 100% department 95.7% 

Business Tax: 0.4% 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 

ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door)Vegetation,Eleva- 
tors,Elevators,Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL:65561 798 


1WL 


OTo South ofLanDao building, it’ snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank, Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center,res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add:No.38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 

Sunflower Tower 


Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
Location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District,Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel. Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
Asking rent: USD2 8/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes 1 1)11 lines and 4MB of Capacity] 
ISDN is available 

Elevator: lOKONE elevators H VAC System :Four- P i P e system 
Amenities: Busines center,Exhibition facilities,Retail s P ace 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disncy,B AS Y,KON E, E-turtlc Nex 
work 

Tel: 85 275696-608 


4 

BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 

Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 
USDIOOO/imonth up 
Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1 600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call us at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 

, i 'S'h tLAt , 

64055786 


this news P a P er's P erennial legal adviser : B eij ing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 > real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 > foreign eases , maritime . finance , bond , important and difficult affiairs ; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4 . notarizations ; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages „ 

TEL:86- 10-8352 12 18 FAX:86- 10-83525557 

http : // www. venus - law. c om e-mail : j t@venus- 1 aw. com 
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Dozens of Study Abroad Agencies 


Sign Ethical Vow 

By Liu An 

Hoping to wipe away the 
sins of the past, 34 domestic 
foreign study agencies on Tues- 
day morning signed the Beijing 
Study Abroad Agencies State- 
ment of Ethics, a document 
meant to provide regulation of 
competition between agencies 
and boost their credibility 

Study abroad agencies have 
been the subject of plenty of bad 
press in recent years as a re- 
sult of some immoral operators 
whose cons of eager students 
damaged the reputation of the 
whole industry The statement 
signed this week is intended to 
directly counter the idea that 
many agencies are amoral by 


setting standards for business 
operations and services. 

The agencies that signed 
make up the majority of the 46 
agencies approved and certified 
by the Chinese government. 

In the keynote speech at 
the signing ceremony, Ma Yu’e, 
president of the Chivast Educa- 
tion International agency said, 
“This is a great chance for agen- 
cies to build their brands and 
their images by establishing 
standard principles for the in- 
dustry.” 

The statement covers nearly 
every aspect of agency services, 
from applications to visas, staff 
qualification and management 
to business operations. 


Agencies Raise Profiles at Expo 


By Zhang Nan 

The Beijing International 
Education Exposition gave 
Chinese study abroad agen- 
cies welcome chances to pro- 
mote their images and their 
services to domestic students, 
and ended up drawing 34 such 
companies. 

“By attending the exhibition, 
we can talk face-to-face with 
people interested in studying 
abroad,” said Yang Yang, an em- 
ployee of Ziming Culture Ex- 
change Co. 

“Since China’s agency mar- 
ket is not well-managed, many 
people do not clearly under- 


stand our services. There are 
many qualified agencies in 
China that provide students 
with professional, comprehen- 
sive and personalized services. 
This exhibition gives us the 
chance to establish a more posi- 
tive image in society.” 

Chen Luyi, director and chief 
consultant of Beijing JJL Over- 
seas Education Consulting & 
Service Co. said, “Agencies can 
use this event to find more for- 
eign universities for establish- 
ing cooperative relations, which 
will allow us to offer domestic 
students even better services 
and choices.” 


Education Expo Builds Bridges 


Diversity of Opinion Drives Education Forum 


Photo hy Liu An 

terparts of equivalent strength 
in China. A representative of 
private Beijing Yuanmingyuan 
College told Beijing Today his 
challenge was to draw foreign 
partners by offering attractive 
conditions and benefits instead 
of relying on reputation only. 
Study agencies forging 
new roles 

Smart domestic study abroad 
agencies are shifting to position 
themselves as service providers 
to the growing numbers of Sino- 
foreign programs. These agencies 
could prove especially helpful in 
handling visa matters, a field in 
which they have extensive ex- 
perience, said Wang Tiejun of 
Beijing JJL Overseas Education 
Consulting & Services Co. 


Foreign Schools See Ripe Dppor- 
tunities in China Market 


Visa Officers Talk Policy 


By Zhang Nan/ Liu An 

Tuesday was an exciting day 
for educators and students from 
all over the country, as it marked 
the launch of the Beijing Inter- 
national Education Expo at the 
China International Exhibition 
Center. The expo, the first of the 
kind organized by the Beijing 
Municipal Education Commis- 
sion and the China Scholarship 
Council, was aimed at promot- 
ing international education co- 
operation and exchange and 
improving the overall quality 
and competitiveness of China’s 
education system. 

The three-day event provid- 
ed a platform for international 
educators to share their experi- 
ences, while pushing China for- 
ward in the global education 
field and opening the country’s 
doors to foreign education insti- 
tutions ready to operate by do- 
mestic rules. 

Tuesday’s opening ceremony 
drew such high officials as Xu Ji- 
alu, vice-chairman of the Stand- 
ing Committee of the 10th 
National People’s Congress, 
Zhang Xinsheng, vice minister 
of education and Zhu Shanlu, a 
member of the Beijing Munic- 
ipal Committee and secretary 
of the Sub-committee of Educa- 
tional Affairs. 

The expo was divided into 
four major segments: education- 
al exhibitions, forums, an inter- 


Zheng Zhonghua, vice-chair 
of the Academy of Chinese Tra- 
ditional Opera said, “Our school 
intends to promote and develop 
the teaching of traditional Chi- 
nese opera by coming to this 
exhibition and attract more for- 
eign students to our school. We 
also hope to grab the opportuni- 
ties to establish joint programs 
with foreign universities.” 

Similar goals drew represen- 
tatives of Chinese schools and 
kindergartens, seeking to devel- 
op their international positions 
through mixing with the diverse 
pools of participants. 

“This is a great opportunity 
for us to promote our new proj- 
ect,” said Xia Dongmei, an Eng- 
lish teacher at Beijing Primary 
School. “We have recently built 
a new sub-school, which will en- 
roll international primary stu- 
dents and students from other 
parts of China. The students, 
especially the foreign students, 
will have great chances to expe- 
rience study and life in China.” 
Karen Zhao, president of the 
Huizhong Kindergarten and 
Beijing Oxford Baby Bilingual 
Kindergarten said, “Although 
our kindergarten has already 
earned a good reputation in Chi- 
na, we want to expand our influ- 
ence in the child education field 
and let more people know the 
features of our education sys- 
tem through the expo.” 


By James Liu 

Twenty-five education profes- 
sionals met to talk shop at the In- 
ternational Forum on Education 
Development, an activity run un- 
der the Beijing International Ed- 
ucation Expo 2004 on Monday 
and Tuesday. 

Discussion among partici- 
pating officials, university lead- 
ers, entrepreneurs and experts 
honed in on education develop- 
ment trends, strategies and the- 
ories, cooperation and exchange 
among different countries and 
regions and the importance of di- 
versity in education. Key speak- 
ers included Zhang Xinsheng, 
vice minister of education, Carl 
Dahlman, senior specialist at 
the World Bank and economist 
Robert A. Mundell. 

Participants from Australia, 
Japan, Canada, the United States 
and South Korea described edu- 
cation development strategies in 
their countries and special ed- 
ucation programs as references 
and suggestions for China’s edu- 
cational future. 

Clau de Canizares, vice pro- 
vost of the world-famous Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, 
drew lots of attention with his 
introduction to MIT’s OCW, or 
open courseware, program. That 
program, launched in 2001, pro- 


MIT Vice Provost Clau de Canizares talked about his university s open courseware program on Tuesday. 


vides all the university’s course 
materials on one website, allow- 
ing students and scholars from 
around the world to access the 
information. 

“Today, 300,000 people read 
the courses every month. We are 
translating some selected cours- 
es into Chinese,” Canizares said. 

Dr. Seokhee Cho, director of 
the National Research Center on 


Gifted and Talented Education 
under the Korean Education De- 
velopment Institute introduced 
South Korea’s “Gifted Education 
Law of 2000”. That law not only 
defines who are gifted students, 
it makes clear the responsibili- 
ties of schools, school boards and 
the central government in pro- 
viding them special education 
programs from grades 1 to 12. 


Photo by James Liu 
Ding Zuyi, president of the 
Xi’an Translators Institute, said 
he went to the forum to find 
international education organi- 
zations to cooperate with his 
private school. “In my opinion, 
China is the biggest market in 
terms of college education and 
private education should have 
a position in the country,” Ding 
told Beijing Today on Tuesday. 


Teaming Up for Defter learning 


By Zhang Nan 

More than 30 foreign uni- 
versities, including such famed 
institutions as Oxford Universi- 
ty, the University of Minnesota 
and the University of Melbourne, 
took part in this week’s expo to 
introduce themselves to and at- 
tract Chinese students. 

Eileen Marston, administra- 
tor of Oxford’s modern language 
faculty, said she enjoyed an- 
swering Chinese students’ ques- 
tions at the event. “Our real 
purpose in coming to China 
to attend the expo is to make 
more Chinese students know 
about our educational options 
and courses. We’re not here sim- 
ply to draw students, we want to 
develop our position in China’s 
education market,” she said. 

“Many students have asked 
me about our graduate cours- 
es,” said Samuel Schuman of 
the US’ University of Minneso- 
ta. “We warmly welcome Chi- 
nese students to come to our 
university to study and live.” 

Irene Brown, representing 
Australia’s University of Mel- 
bourne, gave Chinese students 
high praise. “Chinese students 


By James Liu 

Eager audiences flocked to 
talks on entrance and exit policy 
from visa officers from the US, 
Britain, Australia, New Zealand, 
France, Italy, and South Africa 
at the China International Ex- 
hibition Center on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, part of the Beijing 
International Education Expo. 

Each officer was given 40 min- 
utes to clearly explain his or her 
country’s visa policies, followed 
by 10-minute question and an- 
swer sessions with the audience, 
mostly made up of study abroad 
agents and parents eager to pro- 
vide their children with interna- 
tional educations. 


Photo hy James Liu 

South Africa is the newest of 
those seven countries to open 
to students from China. To at- 
tract more Chinese youth to en- 
roll in South African colleges, 
the country “began to allow for- 
eign students to get part times 
jobs as of July 2002,” said visa 
officer Matshepoe Tsoku. 


By Liu An 

The highlight of the 2004 
Expo was the program con- 
ference held Tuesday through 
Thursday at which Chinese and 
overseas education institutions 
as well as domestic study abroad 
agencies met and talked about 
pursuing cooperation and work- 
ing together to build new bridg- 
es between schools, programs 
and students around the world. 

Representatives of more than 
200 Chinese and overseas ed- 
ucation-related organizations 
took part in the event and orga- 
nizers said they expected around 
100 new cooperation deals to be 
signed into action by the end of 
the expo. 

Main topics of discussion at the 
three-day conference were Sino- 
foreign cooperation, teacher and 
student exchange programs, re- 
cruitment by both Chinese and 
overseas educators and the new- 
est educational products and rel- 
evant services. Among the foreign 
schools to take part were the office 
of Cambridge International Exam- 
ination, Poland’s Warsaw Univer- 
sity of Technology and Assumption 
University of Thailand, all of which 
actively sought partners for new 


joint education programs. 

At Thursday’s International 
Cooperation Program Signing 
Ceremony at the China Inter- 
national Exhibition Center, par- 
ticipants signed more than 20 
new deals for Sino-foreign coop- 
erative education programs. 

Participants said they came 
away from the conference with four 
valuable lessons for the future. 
Foreign language a must for 
cooperative programs 

Yang Yan, a representative 
of University of Paris 5 told 
Beijing Today that French lan- 
guage competence was a re- 
quirement for students hoping 
to enroll in the university or 
its preparatory and cooperative 
programs in China. To get a de- 
gree issued by the university, 
whether in France or in China, 
students must pass courses 
taught in French. 

Split programs on the rise 

Cooperative education pro- 
grams in which students spend 
half their time in China and 
half in a foreign country are 
exploding in popularity were a 
major focus at the event. Part 
of the attraction is that such 
programs offer international- 


level degrees at lower cost than 
studying abroad full-time. 

University of Paris 5’s Yang 
said two private Chinese uni- 
versities had expressed great 
interest in setting up such split- 
time exchange programs, but 
she was waiting for more estab- 
lished public universities to ac- 
tually launch cooperation. 
Private schools struggle in 
seeking cooperation 

Many Chinese private univer- 
sities hope to use joint programs 
with overseas educational orga- 
nizations to lift their own reputa- 
tions and boost recruitment, but 
establishing such programs can 
be a struggle as truly top for- 
eign universities are only in- 
terested in working with coun- 


are excellent and study very 
hard. We would be very happy 
to get more Chinese students 
to come to our university to 
study.” 

Besides introducing their 
schools, many universities rep- 
resentatives participated in the 
expo to find new opportunities 
for cooperation with Chinese 
universities. 

“I have already met with 
four or five people from Chi- 
na’s educational field,” said 
Schuman. “I hope that we can 
cooperate in some academic 
areas. That would provide op- 
portunities for cross-cultural 
interaction for Chinese and 
American students.” 


Eileen Marston of Oxford Univer- 
sity talks with prospective Chinese 
students. Photo by Zhang Nan 


Beijing Municipal Committee member Zhu Shanlu speaks at Tuesday’s open- 
ing ceremony. Photo by Zhang Nan 


China and abroad are taking 
part, two thirds of which are 
Chinese professional and pri- 
mary schools and study abroad 
agencies and one-third overseas 
universities and organizations. 

Most attendees said they 
came to establish links with for- 
eign educational organizations. 

“This is an open chance to 
communicate with other people 
in the field and draw on the 
experiences of excellent schools 
both in China and abroad,” said 
Fan Hong, assistant president of 
the National Culture and Arts 
Professional School of Beijing. 


Student dance shows were a first-day 
highlight. Photo by Zhang Nan 

national cooperation program 
fair and student performances. 

More than 360 schools and 
education organizations from 
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By Sabu 

T here’s no shortage of 
places to pick up 
music and the latest 
DVDs to get the pirate 
treatment in this city, but 
few earn real distinction. 

Life as Film, or Fusheng 
Lueying, makes the superior 
cut thanks to its deep 
collection and great location, 
tucked just off the southern 
strip of bars along Houhai. 

The store owner lauded his 
extensive selection of movie 
soundtracks - “the largest 
in Beijing” - but the music 
stacks reach far further than 
just film tracks, including 
plenty of pop, R&B, hip-hop, 
rock and jazz disks. Prices 
run from 20 yuan to 150 yuan 
for original imports. 

As the store’s name 
indicates, however, the focus 
is on film. The store is 
brimming over with the 
newest releases as well as 
cult flicks, classics and 
everything in between, 
fetching 5 yuan for a 
standard D5 DVD and 25 
yuan per high-end D9 disk. 
Especially impressive is the 
range of box sets that run 
the gamut from focuses on 
directors or actors like Bruce 
Lee, Clint Eastwood and 
Fruit Chen, to complete 
series of Japanese cartoons 
and select films from anime 
king Hayao Miyazaki, to 
nicely-packaged sets of 
trilogies like The Matrix 
and The Godfather. Music 
fans should check out the 
selection of concert DVDs 
and music video collections 
to add visuals to their 
listening pleasure. 

Life As Film offers an 
unusual level of customer 
service, best represented by 
a red message board on 
which customers can write 
the names of DVDs they 
cannot find and then kick 
back on a comfortable chair 
near a sunny window as staff 
dig up the titles. 

Hard-core film fans will 
want to check out the 
impressive collection of 
posters and movie-inspired 
toys. Posters range from little 
pictures (30 yuan) depicting 
Taxi Driver , Lanyu and the 
Sex Pistols to full-sized 
versions (150 yuan), like 
a striking poster of The 
Scent of Green Papaya. The 
toy shelves include lots of 
collectible trinkets, including 
a special, limited edition 
Lord of The Rings set that 
offers four top-quality DVDS 
and a sculpted toy, all for 
only 300 yuan. 

Where: No. 9 Yindingqiao 
Hutong, Xicheng Open: 11 
am - midnight Tel: 6612 3286 



Photo by Sabu 
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Air freshener, 
50 yuan 


By Wang Yao 

Autofans chain 
stores are favorites 
of many drivers out 
for tip-top gear to 
decorate or improve 
their cars, including 
some Japanese imports. 

People who like to 
take corners fast or tend to forget 
stuff should invest in a slide-proof 
holder to keep small items from 
moving around the cabin. The 
unobtrusive items range in size, but 
all are capable of holding cell phones, 
keys or other small things 
fixed and firm at prices of 35 
yuan to 80 yuan. 

Smokers looking to keep 
the air in their car clean can 
check out a striking little fire 
extinguisher ashtray (260 
yuan) imported from Japan. 

It has a slot into which 
special bamboo carbon filters 
can be fitted to suck up tobacco odors 
and airborne germs. 

A line of imported seat covers 
(160-195 yuan) allows drivers to sit 
in comfort and style, as many are 
printed with subtle or fun patterns 
including cartoon characters. 

For drivers out to make external 
statements, Autofans offers all 
kinds of water- and sun-proof 

stickers, mostly 
bearing car 
terms and auto 
brands. Prices 
run from 8 to 
140 yuan 

depending on size. 

Where: 

NO.1C-02, So Cool, 
Jiangzhaikou, Dongcheng Open: 9 
am - 9 pm Tel: 6421 6250 




Mitsu CD holder, 
40 yuan 


By Wang Yao 

The Hongzhong Shimei Center is 
a one-stop shopping spot for artists 
professional and amateur. 

Sculptors looking for a fun 
medium can check out the line of top- 
quality pottery clays in a rainbow of 
colors. These clays are mild to the 
skin and sold in chunks that fetch 
2.5 to 15 yuan each. 

For a more lustrous look, the 
store also stocks moldable silver 
of remarkable purity imported from 
Japan. It comes in liquid and solid 
versions, which range in price from 
60 yuan to 100 yuan. 
The liquid is put into 
special injectors for 
creating fine silver 
patterns, while the 
solid clay-like product 
is easy to shape into 
sculptures or creative 
Photos by Wang Yumeng jewelry shapes. Both 
harden into 

near-metal with some time in an oven. 

Painting brushes main tools, come 
in common versions as well as high- 
end models, such as ones made 
with organic glass stems that are 
comfortably firm and grippy in the 
hand with supple nylon tips. For the 
quality, they are a great deal at 18 
yuan per set. 

The store also offers a range 
of adjustable easels. The Cadillac 
of easels is a tall model made 
of quality wood and painted dark 
green. Its height is adjustable, 
and a cleverly placed shelf offers 
convenient storage for select tools. 
The easel requires advance ordering 
and fetches 750 yuan. 

Where: No.9 Meishuguan 
Dongjie, Dongcheng Open: 9 am - 6 
pm Tel: 8403 3604 


Treats for Teens 

By Ruan Ying 

Teens and young adults looking 
for an energy boost during a Xidan 
shopping spree have a new place to 
go thanks to Shopping One, a funky 
store that offers up little gifts and 
tasty, exotic snacks shipped from as 
far as Vietnam, Thailand, the US 
and England. There’s no real rhyme 
or reason to what shows up on the 
shelves, but that seems to be part of 
the store’s appeal. 

The 

shopkeeper 
heaped praise 
upon one treat 
in particular, a 
sweet and 
delicious, 
albeit a bit 
oily, cake 
made from 
mung beans 
brought in 
from Vietnam 
and sold at 10 
yuan per satisfying serving. 

For a taste of Thailand, check out 
the “manora” (26 yuan), an addictive 
meat and potato mixture made 
extra attractive in a colorful box. 

A box of Metro biscuits (15 yuan) 
from the Philippines is a more 
conventional choice, a 
butter-sandwich snack perfect for a 
quick, caloric picker-upper. 

The non-edible selections include 
a line of fancy soaps carved in the 
shapes of flowers and more. Prices 
run in the low range of 5 yuan to 10 
yuan and all the soaps contain milk 
and vitamin C to sooth and nourish 
skin. 

Where: Hanguocheng, fourth floor, 
Xidan Huawei Plaza, Xicheng Open: 

9 am - 8:40 pm Tel: 13381130664 



True Blue 


The Summer Olympics may be nearly 
over, but it’s not too late to celebrate the 
heroics by picking up authentic, Athens- 
inspired items. Big name brands have come 
up with all kinds of Olympic-themed goods 
that make fashionable, fun memorials of the 
return of the Games to their ancestral home. 

(Top to bottom) Swatch watches, 398 each ; Nike 
Air Max 95 sneakers, $1,299; Louis Vuitton jogging 
belt, $1,790; Celine handbag; Folli Follie Helenic 
spirit watches, 1,195 yuan each. 
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design service 
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HIGH QUALITY BEST SERVICE 


TEL:(86)01 0-88552079/80 1 3621080964 
AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 
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BUSINESS AGENT 



Our servce including: 

♦ Specialize in advertisement design; 

♦ Advertisement promotion on network 
and media; 

♦ Advertising report of company on 
newspaper; 

Good service give you efficient feedback 

Tel:68431638 Fax: 8851 6568 
Mobile:1 3001 168744 
E-mail:newyangd@hotmail.com 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

1 7 107-109 s 

RM107-109 , N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, NO. 1,SANLIHELU,HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 


68313388 $157107-57109 88371521 ff^ : 68342761 Wz&A.f 
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PI BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company 


PRE-MiDIA 


A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 FAX:88552079 


\ MOBILE: 13601226884 E-mail:pieere@sina.com 




♦ 

♦ 

♦ 


we're looking forward to foreign association for: 
Joint venture and technology cooperation; 
Trademark introduction; 

Marketing promotion and management; 
Arrangement of exhibition and meeting; 
Welcome to contact with us 
Tel: 139 1 119 52 19 
idHIsiiffe ss Service 

Advertisement for IT, OVERSEAS IMMIGERA- 
TION and so on. 


♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 
♦Recommend eight 
university in Canada 
v Hotline:010-66050344/66050391 y 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
AddressrLevel 6,XidanTushu Building,No.l7 Xi Changan St. Beijing 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, Chin- 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 
v Hotline: 010-66050775 








# INFO« 


IEUING TODAY 


AUGUST 27, 2004 



E-mail: zhaopu@ynet.com 


EDITOR: ZHAO PU DESIGNER: LI SHI 








ersonal Classifieds 


Unusual Faye - Faye Wong Live 
in Beijing 

Wang Fei, music legend and 
fashion pioneer is bringing her 
sweet melodies and sartorial splen- 
dor to Beijing for one show only. 

Where: Beijing Worker’s Sta- 
dium When: August 28, 7:30 pm 
Admission: 100-1,500 yuan Tel: 
8417 7845 


ervice 


Formula One Festival 

Spend more than 888 yuan at 
St. Regis restaurant or bar and 
be automatically entered into the 
draw for two “paddock” tickets 
for the Shanghai Grand Prix. Of- 
fer includes four-night stay at 
the St. Regis Shanghai and re- 
turn airfare. 

Where: 21 Jianguomenwai 
Dajie When: until September 10 
Tel: 6460 6688 


TV and Radio Highlights 

HB0 


27 Friday 


Pavement 

11:35 pm 

28 Saturday 


The Wild Thornbeerys Movie 

9:00 pm 

29 Sunday 


The Two Towers 

8:00 pm 

30 Monday 


The Old Feeling 

11:00 pm 

31 Tuesday 


The Net 

8:10 pm 

1 Wednesday 


Swordfish 

11:30 pm 

2 Thursday 


Whit Oleander 

11:20 pm 

CCTV-9 


Monday - Friday 


Around China 

6:30 am 

Cultural Express 

8:30 am 

Nature and Science/ 


Chinese Civilization 

11:30 am 

Cultural Express 

2:30 pm 

Nature and Science / 


Chinese Civilization 

5:30 pm 

Dialogue 

7:30 pm 

News Updates / 


Asia Today 

8 pm 

Sports Scene 

11:15 pm 

Saturday 


Travelogue 

9:30 am 

Center Stage 

11:30 am 

Sunday 


Sports Weekend 

10 am 

Documentary 

10:30 am 

This Week 

12:30 am 

China Radio International 91.5 FM 

Monday - Friday 


Easy FM Afternoon 

2-7 pm 

Fun in Beijing 

5-5:30 pm 

JoyFM 

9:05-11 pm 

Saturday 


Music Memories 

8:05-11 am 

Euro Hit 40 

12:05-1 pm 

Music Sans Frontiers 

6:05-8 pm 

JoyFM 

9:05-11 pm 

Sunday 


Music Memories 

8:05-11 am 

Jazz Beat 

6:05-8 pm 

JoyFM 

9:05-11 pm 


We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print 
employment, language 
exchange and accommodation 
info for individuals. Feel free 
to email us at bjtodayinfo @ 
ynet.com or call 6590 2518 

By Zhang Jianzhong 


ovies 


E 

Sound of Nature 

Over 60 minority group sing- 
ers coming from 20 different 
provinces of China will perform 
in the Beijing Exhibition Hall 
Theatre this weekend. 

Some of them are the only suc- 
cessor of some traditional Chi- 
nese folk songs which are on the 
brink of disappearance. This per- 
formance will certainly give the 
audience a memorable night. 

Where: Beijing Exhibition 
Hall Theatre, 135 Xizhimenwai 
Dajie, Xicheng When: August 29 
and 30, 7:30 pm Admission: free 
Tel: 6835 4455 
Dance: Mulan 

Mulan is a popular heroine 
who disguised herself as a man 
and joined the army. Performed 
by China Song and Dance 
Troupe. 

Where: People’s Art Experi- 
mental Theatre, 22 Wangfujing 
Dajie When: Sunday, 7:15 pm 
Admission: 100-280 yuan Tel: 
6526 3388 


enoFmarrce 


Accommodation 

Capital Paradise Town- 
house, fully furnished, for rent. 
US $1,200 per month. Con- 
tact: Wong, 13801312043 

Sale and Wanted 

Casio 2.2” LCD TV 300 
yuan for sale. Wilson tennis 
Racket Pro series Hammer 
5.2 1,200 yuan, Hammer 5.5 
1,400 yuan. Contact: Michael, 
13801241200 

New Samsung single-door 
refrigerator, suitable for sin- 
gles’ use. Price: 500 yuan. Con- 
tact: 6582 7154 

One set of almost new la- 
dy’s Cougar golf clubs com- 
plete with golf bag (only 7 
iron has been used) - US 
$350; One set of men’s Cou- 
gar golf clubs complete with 
golf bag - US$350. Discount 
if purchase both sets. Contact: 
Wong, 13801312043 

Language Exchange 

Miss Liu, English major, 
would like to teach and help 
foreign friends to learn Chi- 
nese and understand Chinese 
culture. Tel: 6010 4605 


Beijing girl, 25, well edu- 
cated, good looking, is seek- 
ing English or Japanese 
partner (native speaker 
preferred). Email: 

flyingyoung2000@163.com 

A Beijinger is eager to 
look for a native English 
speaker. Female or university 
student is preferred. Contact: 
13522995928 or email: 
tommy_zhang6 7 l@sohu . com 

Personals 

Janet, 24-year Chinese girl, 
is looking for a boyfriend who 
owns (or rents long term) a 
big apartment (90 square me- 
ters or more), located in a 
nice area of Beijing. Believe 
me, something magic may 
happen in life. Contact: 
p edcj anet@hotmail . com 

Disclaimer: Beijing Today does 
not take responsibility for verify- 
ing the authenticity of the per- 
sonal classifieds and thus Beijing 
Today does not guarantee the ac- 
curacy, integrity or quality of the 
contents. All content is the sole 
responsibility of the advertisers. 


Festival of Punk 

Beijing Rejects and 
Goose and Duck Ranch 
are organizing Holiday on 
the Hill, bringing together 
a mass of punk bands for 
a day-long outdoor con- 
cert. Bands include Joy- 
side, Brain Failure, A-OK, 
Recycle, Last Chance of 
Youth, Goober Skin Bomb 
and many more. 

Pick-up: Buses leave at 
2 pm (VIP ticket holders 
leave 9 am) from the Goose 
and Duck Bar, Chaoyang 
Park west gate. When: Au- 


When: August 28, 10 pm 
Admission: 50 yuan (40 
yuan for students) Tel: 8448 
3335 

Six-Winged Angel 

A big welcoming round of 
applause for visiting Taiwan 
progressive metal band Six- 
Winged Angel (Liuyi Tian- 
shi). 

Where: Nameless High- 
land bar, Building 14, An- 
huili Area 1, Yanyuncun, 
Chaoyang When: Saturday, 
9:30 pm Admission: 40 
yuan ( 30 yuan for students) 
Tel: 6489 1613 


Guitar Show 
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Breaking the Silence (Piaoliang 
Mama) 

Directed by Sun Zhou, star- 
ring Gao Xin, Gong Li and Li 
Chengru. A woman is abandoned 
by her husband when she gives 
birth to a son who is deaf. The 
story traces her life of struggling 
to “break the silence” that this 
disability brings to his life and 
hers. 

Determined to see that her 
son has a normal life, she quits 
her job at a joint venture in 
Beijing in order to teach him at 
home. She meets one obstacle af- 
ter another as she refuses to al- 
low her son to suffer any form of 
discrimination. 

Where: Cherry Lane Movie 
Theater, 29 Liangmaqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang When: 8 pm tonight 
and Saturday Admission: 50 
yuan Tel: 13501251303 
Red Rose White Rose (Hong 
Meigui, Bai Meigui) 

Directed by Stanley Kwan, 
starring Winston Chao, Joan 
Chen and Veronica Yip. Set in 
pre-liberation Shanghai, the film 
tells the story of a man who finds 
himself torn between two wom- 
en: his wife, the white rose, and 
his friend’s wife, the red rose. 

Where: B2M bar, Dongheyan 
Xiaoqu, Ditan Park South Gate 
When: August 29, 8 pm Admis- 
sion: free Tel: 6426 1091 
Hold You Tight (Yue Kuaile, Yue 
Duoluo) 

Directed by Stanley Kwan, 
starring Eric Tsang and Ching- 
my Yau. This is an intricately 
plotted, sexy and emotive film. It 
revolves around five characters 
whose lives intersect over a pe- 
riod of several months, who are 
struggling to understand their 
own lives and sexualities. 

Where: B2M bar, Dongheyan 
Xiaoqu, Ditan Park South Gate 
When: August 30, 8 pm Admis- 
sion: free Tel: 6426 1091 


Landscape Paintings by 
Renowned Contemporary 
Chinese Artists 

Landscape painting has al- 
ways held a preeminent position 
among the various styles of Chi- 
nese painting. 

This exhibition features rep- 
resentative works from Zhang 
Bu, Xu Xi, Yang Yanwen, Du 
Yingqiang, Liu Maoshan, Feng 
Linzhang, Liu Yongming, Song 
Di, Zhao Wuchao, Huang Gesh- 
eng, Xue Liang and Feng Yin- 
min. 

Reception: Saturday, 3 pm 
Where: Wan Fung Art Gallery, 
136 Nanchizi Dajie, Dongcheng 
When: August 28 - September 7 
Admission: free Tel: 6523 3320 


Sponsored by www.seeguitar.com, a line-up of China’s most 
outstanding guitarists will take to the stage at New Get Lucky for a 
night of spontaneous performances. 

Where: New Get Lucky, Tianze Lu, A1 Dongfang Qicai Dashijie in 
Laitai Flower Market, Chaoyang When: August 29, 8 pm Admission: 
30 yuan (20 yuan for students) Tel: 8448 3335 
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The San Yuan Li Project: Cao 
Fei and Ou Ning 

San Yuan Li, a collaborative 
work by members of the Guang- 
dong-based U-theque group, is a 
case study of the typical “village- 
amidst-the-city” phenomenon in 
the process of urbanization in 
Canton. 

San Yuan Li uses San Yuan 
Li village as a sample to do re- 
search on the city of Canton. 
Armed with DV cameras, the 
crew penetrated San Yuan Li vil- 
lage, attempting to rethink the 
debt of history, the confrontation 
and reconciliation between the 
process of modernization, the pa- 
triarchal clan system and the 
rural community system of Can- 
ton. All of the images are then 
woven into a piece of black-and- 
white image poetry. 

Where: 95 Donghuamen Da- 
jie, Dongcheng When: until Sep- 
tember 18 Admission: free Tel: 
6526 8882 

The Final Bound-Feet 

Several years ago, the topic 
of bound feet was taboo. People 
avoided talking about it just 




gust 28, 4 pm to midnight 
Cost: 1 00 yuan for the con- 
cert, transportation, barbe- 
cue and drinks; 200 yuan 
VIP tickets include en- 
tertainment facilities and 
games Tel: 13501242412 
Rock ‘n’ Rose 

Second Hand Rose play 
their inimitable style of 
Dongbei rock at Nameless 
Highland. 

Where: New Get Lucky, 
Tianze Lu, A1 Dongfang 
Qicai Dashijie in Laitai 
Flower Market, Chaoyang 


as women hid their bound feet 
beneath their long skirts. Pho- 
tographer Qin Junxiao traveled 
extensively around China, focus- 
ing his lens on the last gener- 
ation of bound-feet women. His 
photos are subjective, cold and 
undisguised. 

Where: Fa Fa Gallery, 1 
Xiangjiang Beilu, Chaoyang 
When: August 27 - September 
10, Daily 9 am - 10 pm Admis- 
sion: free Tel: 8450 6888 


Day-trip: Stone cave dwellings 
in the cliff 

Chinese Culture Club takes you 
to the Guyaju cave dwellings in the 
cliffs of Yanqing County. The in- 
triguing cave complex still baffles 
historians. Records suggest they 
were built between the Tang and 
Liao dynasties by the Xi tribe. 

Where: meet at Chinese Cul- 
ture Club (29 Anjialou, Liang- 
maqiao Road, Chaoyang) to catch 
the bus When: August 29, 9 am 
Cost: 150 yuan (members: 120 
yuan) Tel: 6432 9341 
YPHH: Wine Tasting at Centro 

First Wednesday of the month: 
Wine at Centro! Since it is still 
warm in Beijing we have again cho- 
sen a grape, the Sauvignon Blanc. 
Selections from five different coun- 
tries of this beautiful, fruity wine. 

Where: Centro, in the lobby of 
the Kerry Centre Hotel, 1 Guan- 
ghua Lu When: September 1, 
6:30-8:30 pm Admission: 100 
yuan (including snacks and live 
music) Tel: 6561 8833 
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The massed pipes and drums of the military tattoo traditionally open 
the Edinburgh Festival at the Esplanade at Edinburgh Castle. 
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Bonnie Edinburgh 
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By Hester 

S cotland is so much 
not England, a fact 
about which the Scots 
are eternally proud. 
As the capital of Scot- 
land, Edinburgh is at the same 
time a familiar metropolis with 
a mixed cultural background 
and ethnic population, and an 
unusual place instantly recogni- 
sable by the Scottish pipe music 
you will inevitably encounter, no 
matter how brief your visit. 

Although the one-way 
streets make driving in the 
downtown area something of a 
nightmare for newcomers, pub- 
lic transport is reliable and 
easy to use, and contrary to 
what many first time visitors 
might believe, Scots actually do 
speak English, and are general- 
ly happy to point confused visi- 
tors in the right direction. 

And while a month or even two 
would not be long enough to expe- 
rience all that Edinburgh has to 
offer, it is possible to see some of 
the best in just a day or two. 
Edinburgh Castle 

The sightseeing always starts 
with Edinburgh Castle. If Ed- 
inburgh is the crown of Scot- 
land, the castle is no doubt the 
crown jewel. Perched on an ex- 
tinct volcano and offering stun- 
ning views of the city and the 
Forth of Firth, this fortress is in- 
stantly recognisable as a power- 
ful national symbol. 

The castle has witnessed 
Scottish history from 600 AD 
and the crowning of numerous 
kings and queens. Its rich mix 
of architectural styles reflects 
the era of its construction: the 
tiny St. Margaret’s Chapel, Ed- 
inburgh’s oldest building, dates 
from the 1100s; Crown Square, 
the principal courtyard, was de- 
veloped in the 15th century; the 
Great Hall was built by James 
IV; Half Moon Battery was cre- 
ated in the late 16th century. 

The Scottish National War 
Memorial is a more recent ad- 
dition, after the first prisoners 
of war were held here in the 
18th and 19th centuries. In the 
“Honours of the Kingdom” exhi- 
bition, a plain-looking, roughly 
cut stone the size of a small din- 
ing table tells the story of Eu- 
rope’s oldest surviving regalia, 
the Stone of Destiny, returned to 
its original place from Westmin- 
ster Abbey after it was taken in 
1296. Over the generations, the 
kings and queens of Scotland 


A street in the old town 

were crowned on this stone. 

Old Town and New Town 

Probably Edinburgh’s oldest 
street, the Royal Mile connects 
the castle with the Palace of 
Holyrood House. The street is 
lined with ancient buildings, 
many of them open to the pub- 
lic, such as Lawnmarket, the 
Scottish Whisky Heritage Cen- 
tre, St. Gile’s Church, as well 
as several major museums. The 
Old Town is rich in specialist 
shops, small restaurants and in- 
timate little bars. 

The New Town, parallel with 
and just north of the Old Town, 
is known as Britain’s perfect 
Georgian city. It remains largely 
residential today, providing Edin- 
burgh with a living heart. Start- 
ing from The Mound at Princes 
Street, it boasts a delightful col- 
lection of architecture. Among 
them, the National Gallery of 
Scotland, a neo-classical struc- 


ture that houses paintings by 
some of the greatest artists of 
Europe, including Raphael and 
Rambrandt; the Royal Scottish 
Academy, built between 1840 and 
1844; Waverley Station; City Ob- 
servatory and Nelson Monument. 
Heritage and museums 

As a World Heritage listed city, 
Edinburgh boasts an impressive 
range of buildings, monuments, 
streets and points of interest. Its 
buildings reflect a mixed style of 
Mediaeval in the Old Town and 
Georgian in the New Town. 

The Palace of Holyrood 
House, once one of the wealthi- 
est abbeys in Scotland, is now 
the official residence in Scotland 
of the queen. The historic cham- 
bers of Mary Queen of Scots 
is situated beside the castle at 
the top of the Royal Mile. The 
Scotch Whisky Heritage Centre 
offers tours showing the whisky 
making process, and of course, 


is also a perfect place to collect 
some of the best Scottish whis- 
kies and memorabilia. Created 
by Sir John Steell, the statue of 
Sir Walter Scott, the great Scot- 
tish writer and orator, is a strik- 
ingly romantic gothic cenotaph 
soaring 200 feet in defiance of 
its neo-classical settings. 

Shopping 

The Old Town provides a 
huge variety of shops catering 
to every taste, from whisky to 
the occult and from Highland 
dress to playing cards. There are 
galleries, antique shops, craft, 
jewellery and textile shops. For 
some of the most intriguing 
shops, and the most enjoyable 
food and drink, be sure to ex- 
plore the Grassmarket and the 
Bridges and check out the inter- 
esting side streets and closes. 

Along the Royal Mile you 



Bagpipes are as much a part of Scot- 
land as kilts and Scotch whisky. 


will find shops that stock goods 
made in Scotland; cashmere 
sweaters, the finest of Scottish 
lambs wool, antiques and Scot- 
tish music CDs. Two inde- 
pendent department stores are 
Jenners on Princess Street, and 
Aitken and Niven on George 
Street. Jenners offers a wide se- 
lection of products of designer 
names, authentic tartans, cash- 
meres and lambswool knits. 

Good places to look for second- 
hand and antique art, jewellery 
and books are around the New 
Town, Broughton Street, Victo- 
ria Street and the Grassmarket. 
Dining 

Forget what you have heard 
about lousy British food, people 
in Edinburgh do know how and 
where to enjoy a wide selection 
of delicious cuisine. 

For seafood lovers, The Shore 
is one of the best-known fish 
restaurants in the area. You 
can choose the slightly more for- 
mal restaurant area or the pub 
lunch feel of the main bar. It 
has a very relaxed atmosphere 
and the food is excellent. The 
bar often has live jazz and folk 
sessions. It can get very busy 
but Fishers, Skippers and Ship 
on the Shore are all within five 
minutes walk if you have your 
heart set on a seafood supper. 

For those inclined toward a 
more classical style of dining, 
Cafe Florentin, off the Royal 
Mile is the perfect place. Deli- 
ciously sticky pain aux raisin is 
a must, as is the opera cake, a 
dark chocolate and coffee sponge 
soaked in a liquor. 

The first to mix internet and 
eating in Scotland, Cyberia on 
Hanover Street is worth trying 
for its cool silver-and-stone in- 
terior and superior coffee, the 
staff are helpful regardless of 
whether you’re logging on or 
having a quick meal. Or, if 
you’re not too picky, try any of 
the small restaurants by the 
road side, the baguette (a long 
bread cut in the middle and 
filled with meat, vegetable or 
tuna and covered with various 
dressing) makes a substantial 
lunch at a minimal price. 

For those hopelessly missing 
Chinese food, there are plenty of 
restaurants serving full course, 
snack food or takeaway. 

The best time for a visit to 
Edinburgh is August and Sep- 
tember, before the rainy season 
and while the Edinburgh In- 
ternational Festival is in full 


swing. If your schedule allows, 
don’t miss the Edinburgh Mili- 
tary Tattoo held in the Espla- 
nade at the Edinburgh Castle, 
where soldiers in traditional 
Scottish uniform parade in for- 
mation and the marching band 
perform tunes echoing a glori- 
ous and often tragic past. 
Accommodation 

If money is not your primary 
concern, choose the Caledonian 
Hilton Hotel, one of Edinburgh’s 
oldest and finest hotels in the 
heart of the city. Many rooms 
have magnificent views of the 
castle. Single rooms start from £ 
160 (2,400 yuan) per night. 

On a moderate budget, the 
Glenora Hotel, located at the 
west end of the city centre is an 
ideal place. Single rooms start 
from £45 to £69 (675-1,035 yuan) 
per night, depending on the sea- 
son. Enjoy the very Victorian 
decoration with ornate cornices 
and plastework, brass servant’s 
bells and speaking tubes. The 
breakfast menus offer tradi- 
tional Scottish breakfast with 
a selection of grilled dishes. 

( w ww. glenor ahotel .co.uk) 

The best choice for backpack- 
ers and students are B&B (bed 
and breakfast) and small hos- 
tels. There are plenty in town. If 
you are prepared to forgo a 
little comfort to leave more 
to spend on dining and en- 
tertainment, Globetrotter Inns 
offer clean linen, hot showers 
and free breakfast for only 
£14 per night (RMB210). 
(www.globetrotterinns.com) 

Tax 

Tax rate is 17.5 percent in 
the UK. After shopping in Edin- 
burgh, be sure to get receipts 
and fill out the VAT tax reclaim 
form in the store. When you 
leave the UK from London air- 
port, find the tax reclaim office, 
show your receipt and tax form 
with your passport, you can col- 
lect a cash refund. 

Getting there 

There are no direct flights 
to Edinburgh from China. To 
save the trouble of having to 
connect in a third country, you 
can either fly or take the train 
from London. A London-Edin- 
burgh round trip with Easy Jet 
costs from £15 to £60, while a 
Virgin Train ticket can be as 
cheap as £30, depending on the 
season and how advanced your 
booking is. A Beijing-London re- 
turn airfare costs between 6,000 
and 8,000 yuan. 









